er Papers. wining 
to the Proceedings of his 
Majeſty's Commiſſioners. 


By the Earl of CARLISEE. Fir HENRY CLINTON, 
WILLIAM EDEN, Eſquire, and GEORGE JOUN: 
STONE, Efquire; Commilſi oners appointed by his - 
Majeſty, in Purſnance of nn Att of Parliament, td treat; 
conſult; and dgree upon the Means of quieting the Dij- 

borders now jubjiſting in certain of the 275 — Planta- 

tions, ana Provinces of North- Amerita. 


PROGLAMATION. 


| HEREAS the King | in S 
being deſirous to reſtore the bleſſings 
of reconciliation and peace t6 Great= 
Britain and her colonies, did in the 
courle of laſt ſefſion repeal certainacts, 
which were found to hive excited jealouſies, and given 
apprehenfions of danger to liberty in the faid colonies, 
And being further delitous, in the moſt. ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual manner; to remove every obſtruction to the ce 
eſtabliſhment of peace, did appoint us his Conimiſſion- 
ers to act on this Continent, and by our preſence in 
America to prevent the delays that muſt have attended 
the paſſage and returh of meſſiges to and from Europe, 
on every ſubject of diſcuſſion that might ariſe. Be it 
known to all whom it tnay concern, that we being met 
at Philadelphia, on the 16th of June, did from t ence 
diſpatch the following letter, with the incloſures here · 
to annexed, to Henry Laurens, Eſq; Preſident of the 
Congreſs, and have received the anſwer ſubjoined. _ 
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| C-O P Y ofa Letter to the Prefident of the Congreſs. 


GENTLEMEN, 


II 71TH an earneſt defire to ſtop the farther effuſion 
of blood and the calamities of war; we com- 


municate to you with the leaſt poſſible delay, after 
our arrival in this city, a copy of the Commiſſion with - 
Which his Majeſty is pleaſed to honour us, as alſo the 


Acts of Parliament on which it is founded; and at the 
ſame time that we aſſure you of our moſt earneſt deſire 


to re-eſtabliſh on the baſis of equal freedom and mutual 


ſafety, the tranquility of this once happy empire, you 
will obſerve that we are veſted with powers equal to 
the purpoſe, and fuch as are even unprecedented in the 
annals of our hiſtory, _ © | | 


In the preſent ſtate of our affairs, though fraught | 


with ſubjects of mutual regret, all parties may draw 
ſome degree of conſolation and even auſpicious hope 
from the recollection that cordial reconciliation and af- 
ſection have, in our own and other empires, ſucceeded 


to contentions and. temporary diviſions not leſs violent 


than thoſe we now experience, 


4: # + 


We wiſh not to recal ſubjects which are now no long- 


er in controverſy, and will reſerve to a proper time of 


diſcuſſion both. the hopes of mutual benetit, and the 


conſideration of evils that may naturally contribute to 
determine your reſolutions as well as our own, on this 


important occaſion. 


The Acts of Parliament which we tranſmit to you, 


| Having paſſed with ſingular unanimity, will ſufficiently 


evince.the diſpoſition of Great-Britain, and ſhew that 
the terms of agreement in contemplation with his Ma- 
jeſty and with Parliament, are ſuch as come up to every 


-wHh that North-America, either in the hour of tempe- 
ate deliberation, or of the utmoſt apprehenſion of dan- 
s liberty, has ever exprefled. k. 
I: © More effectually to demonſtrate our good intentions, 


we think proper to declare, even in this our firſt com- 
WT ; | munication; 
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munication, that we are diſpoſed to concur in every 

ſatisfactory and juſt arrangement towards the following, 
among other purpoſes : _ 

To conſent to a ceſſation of hoſtilities both by ſea” 
and land. 

To reſtore free intercourſe, ta revive mutual e 
tion, and renew the common benefits of naturalization 
through the ſeveral parts of this empire. 

To extend every freedom of trade that our SONY 
intereſts can require. 

To- agree that no military forces ſhall be kept up in 
the different ſtates of North-America without the con- 
ſent of the General Congreſs or particular Aſſemblies. 
To cancur in meaſures” calculated to diſcharge the 


debts of America, and to raiſe the credit and value of 


the paper circulation, 
To perpetuate our union by a ' reciprocal deputation 


of an agent or agents from the different ſtates, who ſhall 


ve the privilege of a ſeat and voice in the Parliament 
of Great-Britain; or if ſent from Britain, in that caſe, 
10 have a ſeat and voice in the Aſſemblies of the diffe- 
rent ſtates to which they may be ſent in order to at- 
tend to the ſeveral intereſts of ran by whom they are 
deputed. 


In ſhort, to eſtabliſh the power of the reſpe&tive le- 


gillatures in each particular ſtate, to ſettle its revenues, 


its civil and military eftabliſhments, and to exerciſe a 
perfect freedom of legiſlation and internal government, 
ſo that the Britiſh ſtates throughout North-America, 


_ acting with us in peace and war, under one common 


Sovereign, may have the irrevocable enjoyment of eve- 
ry privilege that is ſhort of a total ſeparation of inte- 
reſts, or conſiſtent with that union of force on which 
the ſafety of our common religion and liberty depends. 

In our anxiety for preſerving thoſe ſacred and eſſen- 
tial intereſts, we cannot help taking notice of the in- 
ſidious interpoſition of a power, Which has, from the 
firſt ſettlement of theſe Colonies, been actuated with 


| * to us both. And, notwithſtanding the pretend- 
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92 date or preſent form of the French offers to North 
America, yet it is natorious that theſt were made in 
gonſequence of the plans of accommodation previoully 
concerted in Great Britain, and with a view to prevent 
our reconciliation, and to prolong this deſtructive war. 


But we truſt that : the inhabitants of North America, 


connected with us by the neareſt ties of conſanguinity, 
fpeaking the fame language, intereſted in the preſerva- 


tion of ſimilar inſtitutions, remembering the former 


happy intercourſe of good offices, and forgetting recent 


animoſſties, will ſhrink from the thought of becoming 


an acceſſion of force to our lare mutual enemies, and 
will prefer a firm, free, and perpetual coalition with the 
"ad State, to an inſincęre and unnatural foreign al- 
jance 
This diſpatch will be delivered to you by Dr, Fergu- 
fon, the Secretary to his Majeſty's Commiſſion, and for 
fuller explanation and diſcuſſion of every ſubject of dif- 


ference, we deſire to meet with you, either collectively 


or by depuration, at New-York, Philadelphia, Vork“ 
Town, or ſuch other place as you may propoſe ; We 
think it right, however, to appriſe you, that his Ma- 


| jeſty's inſfructions, as well as gur own deſire, to re- 


move from the immediate ſeat of war, in the active ope- 
rations of which we cannot take an part, may induce 


us ſpeedily to remove to New-York. But the Com- 


mander in Chief ot his Majeſty's land forces (who is 
Joined with us in the commiſſion) will, if it ſhould be- 
come neceſſary, either concur with us in a ſuſpenſion 
of hoſtilities, or wilt furniſh all neceſſary paſsports and 


tafe conduct to facilitate our meeting, and we ſhall of 


courſe expect the ſame of you. 


If after the time that may be neceſſary to conſider 


this communication, and tranſmit your anſwer, the hor- 


rors and devaſtations of war ſhould continue, we call 


God and the world to witneſs, that the evils which muſt 
follow are not to be imputed to Great Britain; and we 


cannot, without the moſt real loxrow, anticipate the 


proſpect 


163875 


proſpect of calamities which we feel the moſt anden: 
ere to prevent. 
We are, vith perfect teſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your maſt obedient, 
| and moſt humble Servants 
. nene | 
WILLIAM EDEN. + 
GEORGE e 


To bib Excellency Henry 
Laurens, and others, the 
Members of Congreſs. 
June 10, 1778, Philadelphia. | 
Examined. A true Copy. 
Aba Frxousox, Seoretary. 


A of an Anſwer Sos the Preſident of the Congreſs o 

the above Letter. 

* their Feral the Right Honourable the Earl of 
_ Carliſle, William Eden, E/quire, George Johnſtone, 
Eſquire, Commiſſioners from bis Britannic Majeſty. 
Have received the letter from your Excellencies of 

1 the gth inſt. with the incloſures, and laid them 

before Congrels. 

Nothing but an earneſt defire to ſpare the farther 
effuſion of human blood could have induced them to 


read a paper containing expreſſions fo diſreſpectful 


to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, the good and great 
ally of theſe ſtates, or to conſider propoſitions ſo 
derogatory to the hanour of an independent na- 
tion, 


The acts of the Britiſh Ni the e e | 


from your Sovereign, and your letter, ſuppoſe the 
people of theſe ſtates to be ſubjects of the Crown of 


 Great-Britain, and are founded on the idea of depen- 


fence, which is utterly inadmiſſible. 
T am further directed ta inform yaur Excellencies, 
that Congreſs are inclined to peace, notwithſtanding 


the unjuſt claims from which this war originated, and 
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the fvaſte manner in which it has been denied 
they will therefore be ready to enter upon the contlay;: 
ration of a treaty of peace and commerce, not incon- 
Gſtent with treaties already ſubliſting, when the King 
of Great-Britain ſhall demonſtrate a ſincere diſpoſition 
for that purpoſe. 

The only ſolid proof of this diſpoſition will be an 
explicit acknowledgment of the independence of theſe 
ffates, or the withdrawing his fleets and armies. 

I have the honour to e: | 
Tour Excellencies moſt e 
C And humbie Servant, 
signed by order of the unanimous voice of Congreſs, 
HENRY. LAURENS, Pretident, 


' York-Town, 17th June, 1778. 


Copy. Examined. 


Aba Fexcu SON; Secretary. 


We now call upon all perſons i inthe Bri tiſh colonies, 
ar ſtates of North America, to judge with candour of 
the gracious intentions, entertained by his Majeſty, 


and by Parliament, towards them, and to be alding 


to us in bringing the unhappy diviſions now ſubſiſting 
in this continent to a ſpeedy termination, and in pro- 
citing the laſting peace and ſecurity of all the diffe- 
rent members of this once happy and er rh em- 
Ire. | 
In theſe public communications of our eveconiings, 


to which the people af North-America are ſo fully en- 


titled, we ſhall not pretend to emplay argument far- 
cher than may be neceſſary to explain our own conduct, 


without any view to bias the judgment of thoſe who 
are not leis intereſted than we are on our. part, to de- 
cide for themſelves in theſe important matters. 


As the great object that muſt determine our own 
deliberations is the profperiry of - Great-Britain, in 


conſiſtence with the general welfare of the empire; we 
naturally expect to find among the inhabitants of 
* America, a like attachment and ſolicirude for 


the 
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the intereſt of their general eonfederacy, and of the 
ſeveral colonies or ſtates to which they belong. 
In this ſpirit: they will judge of the propoſitions 
contained in the preceding letter 
Thoſe propoſitions we have made in the kope chat 
they may become more beneficial to our country, in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, than the original plans 
of ſettlement conceiyed to reſtrain the trade, and con- 
troul the internal government of the colonies, and 
more ſafe for all parties, than any arrangements calcun 
lated to form a revenue in America, at the diſpoſal of 
Parliament; we at leaſt flatter: ourſelyes,/ that they | 
may be found ſufficient to eftabliſh-that union af force; | 
on which the ſtrength and ſafety of nations depend, 
without endangering; the liberty of the ſuhject in any 
part of the empire. The Congreſs, the Aſſemblies, 
and the People of America will judge for tchemſelves, 
whether that union of force, which we an aur part 
deem of ſo much advantage to Great- Britain, may not 
be of equal advantage to them. And whether the in- 
ternal peace of their own ſyſtem, will not be more ſe- 
cure under the Title and Majeſty of the King of Great 
Britain, whoſe prerogatives are exerciſed within ſtrict 
limitations, and whoſe authority will enſure the regular 
execution of every law: that may be provided by che 
repreſentatives of the people, for their peace and ſecu- 
rity, than it ever could be, if left to be agitated: ty 
the ſtorms of faction, and the jarring intereſts of o 
many parties, as are likely to. divide this Continent, 
after they have laid aſide the reſpect that is due to the 
ancient conſtitution, under which they have ſo lang 
They will judge whether ſuch an union with Great- 
Britain will not be preferable to the alliance of the 
French Monarchy, which ever has been, and in its 
_ conſtitution ever muſt be, an enemy to all free- 
dom of laws and religion. In theſe expreſſions we with 
to preſerve the reſpect that is due to the perſons of 
Princes, without being the dupes of their policy, 
8 7 . =» JR 
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and we muſt; without diſputing either the greatneſs or 


the goodneſs of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty; ſtill inſiſt 
that the policy of France, on the preſent occaſion, has 
been inſidious, and not more hoſtile to Great-Britain, 
than in its tendency pernicious to the people of Ame- 
rica, however it may be flattering to the ambition of 
ſome, and favourable to the private intereſt of others. 

But above all, we call upon thoſe who have ſuffered, 


or who may ſuffer by the continuance of the calamities 


of war, ſeriouſly to conſider the original cauſe of the 
preſent hoſtilities, with the propoſitions we have made to 
remove them, and to obviate all further diſputes. We 
call upon them to conſider the reaſons, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated and ſolemn declarations of the 


people of America, that they never wiſhed' to ſepa- 
rate themſelves from Great- Britain, are now aſſigned 


by the Congreſs, for rejecting any diſcuſſion on theſe 
ſubjects, unleſs Great-Britain ſhall conſent to prelimi- 
nary articles, that muſt prevent any ſubſequent union 
of intereſt between us. And we truſt, that having ſo 
conſidered theſe matters, they will acquit Great-Britain 


of the guilt to be imputed to the authors of any diſ- 
treſs to which they may ſtil] be expoſed. | 


— 


Hoping, that a fair judgment will be paſſed on our 
roceedings, we ſhall purſue fuch meaſures as we ap- 
prehend moſt likely to acquit us of the duty which we 


owe to our Sovereign, our fellow- ſubjects in Great- 
Britain, and the colonies, and to evinee the ſincerity | 
of the intentions with which we endeavour to obtain 


thoſe bleſſings of peace, which are the objects of our 
Commiſſion, devoutly - praying for the aſſiſtance of 
Almighty God, and the concurrence of all good men. 
By their Excellencies command. 
ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary. 


3 


1 * 9) 


1 E143 


Ye N ar „ Gpis te lg, herne to 5 1 


— ales Later o Henry: Larene, Hare, 

| | TA; 16% 314} tin 07 1 33$5043> 
in, An Ac * removing alt; doubts; aid ante ie W- 
- NY cerning ;taxaticn bythe Parliamant uf; Great-Britain, 
of in am cf the Coloniet, Provinces. und Plantations in 
8. ; North: merica;., aud ib i. of -tudres;. and for repeal- 
d, ing /o much of an Act made in-the Seventh year of nbe 
es Felgen of bis preſent Mash, as impoſes a duty en Tea 
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1 1 HEREAS* Paid 1 by. abe of Greae- 
o "Britain, for e of * da revenue 
bc Ja bis Maj yelty's | \ SEN = and Plantations 
1 in No#th-Aintericy Has been fo — — experienee to 
E  occafign. great uneaſinglſes u among lo | 


Majeſty's faithful. ſubje *. may neyertheleſs he 
n Y dipolets eee Ho 1 JAY of, contributing! To 
5 the -commen, defence 4 eee len ſugh 
n contribution ſhouldjbe, ailed, unde [Ars ag authority ef 
: 4 the Genet al. Court, or -neral, Aſße * aa een 
4 ſpective Colony, Province, gf | 12 Wn 4 þ nd whereas 
in order. as well to remoy id ne gſmęſies, and 50 
With the minds of - his, Mere ſu jects, \veho! may 
be diſpoſtd to return to their al eglance, as to 
reſtore 25 peace and welfare of all his Majeſty's do- 
minions, it is expedient to declare, That he King and 
Parliament of Great-Britain will not impoſe any duty, i 
tax or aſſeſſinent, for the purpoſe of railing a revenue 
in any of the Colonies, Provinces, or Plantations : 
Mlay it pleaſe your Majeſty, that it may be declared and 
' enacted; and it is hereby declared and enacted by the 
= King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice 
and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and 
buy the authority of the ſame, That from and after the 
= py. of this act, the King and Parliamsnt of Great 
1 ritain will not impoſe any duty, tax, or aſſeſſment 
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8 payable in any of his Majeſty's Colonles, 


Provinces and Plantations in North-America, or of 


the Weſt · Indies; except bnly ſuch duties as it may be 
expedient to impoſe for the regulation of commerce; 


the net produce of ſuch duties to be always paid and 


applied to and for the -uft of the Colony, Province or 


Plantation, in which the ſame ſhall be refpectively le- 
vied, in ſtch manner as other . duties collected by the 
| authority of the reſpective General Courts bf General 


Aſſemblies of ſuch perry Provinces or Plaßtations, 


And be it furt ed by the authority aordfuid, 
That from and after the paſſing of this act, ſo much of 
an act made in the feventh year of his preſent Majeſ- 

s reign, intituled, “ An Act for granting certain 

uties in the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations in Ame- 


rica; for allowing a drawback of the duties of .cuſtoms 


upon the exportation from this kingdom of coffee and 
cocoa nuts, of the produce of the {id Colonies of 


Plantations, for diſcontinuing the drawbacks payable 
on china earthen ware exported to America; and for 
more effectually preventing the clandeſtine running of 
goods in the ſaid Colonies and Plantations; as impoſes | 


a duty on tea imported from Great- Britain into any 


Colony or Plantation in America, or has relation te 


the ſaid 188 be, and the late. Is hereby repemtode : 


be © Aa At fir repealing an Ac, paſſed in the fourteenth . 
ce; Jean of bis preſent Majofty's-reign, intituled, : An Att 
nd por the better regulating the Government of the Province” 
ar of the Maſſachuſeti-Bay, in-New-England. — 
he 'T HEREAS the Province of the Maſſachuſets- 
ral! VV Bay, had for many years been governed under 
15g 0 a charter, granted by cheir late Majeſties King William 

and Queen Mary: And whereas am» get, paſſed in the 

fourteenth year of his preſent Majeſty's. reign, intituled, 
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An A& for the bettet ręgulating the government of 
the aps of Maſſachuſets-Bay, in-New-England,” 
has been found to ereatt great uneaſineſſes in the minds 

wo * qo 4: fell * Fi 7 os, BAT, 4 „ ; he : 
of the inhabitants of the ſaid proyince, and has occa- 
ſioned- jealopſies and apprehenſions: of danger to their 
liberties: and rights in ſeverah ther of the Colonies and 
2 „ F : 
Plantations in N grth-America ;- for quieting and. extin- 
guiſhing ſuch uneaſinęſſes and-apprehy 


nſiona, be it en- 


acted by, the King's moſt⸗ excellent Majeſty, by: and 


wäth the conſent of che Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That from and after 
the paſſing of this Act, the ſaid act of the fourteentg 
year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, Er, and the 


- 


An AF to enably, bis Majeſty to appoint Commiſſiners with., 
Sufficient powers to treat, conſult, and agree upon the” 
means of quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain 
of the Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces of North-. 

America. 1 : „ 


| OR the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jea- 
louſies and apprehenſions of danger to their liber- 
- | | ties 


cn) 

ties and rights, which have alarmed many of his Ma- 
jeſty s ſub yore in the Colonies, Provinces, and Plahy 
tations 0 

Ifland, Connecticut, „ New ork. \ New-Jerſcy, Penn- 
ſytvania, the Three Lower Cobnties on Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South- Carolina, and. 


: Georgia ; and for a full manifeſtation of the juſt and: 
gracious purpoſes of his Majeſty, and his Par hament,, 


to maintain-and: ſecure all his ſubjects in the clear and 
perfect enjoyment of their liberties and rights; be it. 
enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and. 


with the advice and onthr'6 the Lords Spiritual and, 


Temporal; and Commons, in this Prefent Parliament, 
| alſembled, and: by the authority” of the ſame, that it. 
ſhall and may be lauft for his Majeſty, from time to 


time, by letters patent, under the Great Seal of Great-, 


Britain, to authoriſe and empower live able and Tuf-. 
fieient perſons, or any three of: them; to treat, conſult. 
and agree with any body or bodies politic and cor- 


porate, or with any aſſembly or aſſemblies of men, or 


With any perſon. or perſons Whatſoever, of and concern 


ing any grievances, ar complaints. of grievances, exiſt- 


ing, or ſuppoſed to exiſt, in the government of any of- 
the ſaid Colonies, Provinces, or Plantations reſpective- 
ly, or in the laws and ſtatutes of this realm reſpecting 
the ſame; and of or concerning any aid or contri- 
bution to be, furniſned by any of the ſaid Colonies, 
Provinces, or Plantations reſpectively, for the common 
defence of this realm, and the dominions thereunto. 
belonging ; and of and concerning any other regula- 
tions, proviſions, . matters and things, neceſſary or 
convenient for the honour of his Majeſty, and his Par-.- 
liament, and for the common good. of- all his ſubjects. 
Provided alſo, and be it further enacted and — 
ed. That no regulation, N matter, or thing, 
ſo propoſed, treated, conſulted, or agreed, ſhall have 
any other force or effect, or be carried further into ex- 
ecution, than is herein after entioned and provided, 
until 125 OY ſhall rug 122 confirmed by N 
GGG — 


Nęew-Hampffüre, Maſſachuſets-Bay, Rhode 
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| Provided alſo, and be. it further endtes by the au- 
thefity aforeſaid, That in order to facilitate the good 
Porpoſes of this Act, his Majeſty. may lawfully enable, 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any: three of. them, from | 
time to time, to order and proclaim a ceſſation of hoi- 5 
tilities on the Part Of his Majeſty's forees;' by ſea. or 
and, for. any time, and under any conditions or re- 
ſtrictions; ; and ſuch. order and proclamation to een, 
and annul in the ſame manner and form 12 1s, 
And be it fürther enacted, That it ſhall, aa 0 he, 

lawful for his Majeſty, by: ſuch letters patent as àaforęe- 
ſaid, to authoriſe and empower: rhe faid Commiſſioners, . 
or any three of them, by proclamation under their; re- 
ſpective hands and ſrals, from tim: to time, to ſuſpend 
the operation and cect of a certain Act of Parliament, 
made and: paſſed: in the ſixceenth; year of the rcign of. 
his preſent Ma jefty; for protubiting, all. trade and inter- 
courſe with certain Colonies and Plantations therein 
named, and for the other. purpoſes therein alſo men- 
tioned, or any. of the proviſions.or reſtrictioꝶs therein 
contained; ſpecifying in Tuch proclamation at what 
times and places reſpectively, and with what excęptions 
and reſtrictions, and under what paſſes and clearagees, 
in lieu of thoſe heretofore, dirrcted by an Act or Acts 
of Parliament, for regulating the trade of the Colosies 
of” Plantations, the ſaid” e ſhall; take effect; 

and the ſaid ſuſpenſſon and proclamation, in t the ſame 5 
manner and form, to annul and revcke. 

And be it further enacted. by. the authority afarcſaid, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful. for his Majeſty, by 
ſuch letters patent as aforeſaid, to authoriſe and em- 
power the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three of them, to 
ſuſpend, in any places, and for any times, during the 
continuance of this Act, the operation and effect of 
any Act or Acts of Parliament, which have paſſed 
ſince the tenth! day of February, one chouſand ſeven 
| hundred and fixty-thres, and which relate to any of 
his Majeſty's faid Colonies, Provinces or Plantations in 
Narth- America, ſo far as the ſame docs E to them; 
Cf 
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or the operation and effect of any clauſe, or any pro- 
viſion or matter therein contained, ſo far as ſuch clauſes, 
proviſions, or matters relate to any of the ſaid Colonies, 
nr . TTY 
And it is hereby ena&ted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That it ſhall and may be lawful for his azeti), by 
ſuch letters” patènt as aforefaid, to authoriſe and em- 
power the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any three of them, 
and they are hereby authorifed and empowered, to grant 
a pardon or pardons to any number or deſcription of. 
perſons within the faid' Colonies, Provinces, or Plan” 


tation: N 


And that no let or hindrance may happen from the. 
vacancy of the office of Governor or Commander in 
Chief, in any of the faid Colonies, Provinces, or Plan- 
tations reſpectively,” or from the abſence*of ſuch officer 
from his government, be it further efjafted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid: that it ſhall and tay be Tawful for 
his Majeſty, by ſuch letters patent as aforefaid, to au- 


thoriſe and empower the 'faid Commiſſionefs, or any 


three of them, in any of the ſaid Colonies} Provinces 
or Plantations reſpectively; wherein his Majeſty hath * 
uſually*heretofore nominated and appointed a Gover-' 
nor, to nominate and appoint, from time to time, By 


any inſtrumegts under their hands and ſeals, a proper 


perſort to be Governor and Commander in Chief, in 
and for any ſuch Colony, Province, or Plantation; to 


have, hold, and exèrciſe the ſaid office of Governor 


and Commander in Chief, in and for ſuch Colony or 


Plantation reſpectively, with all ſuch powers and au- 


thorities as any Governor of ſuch Province heretofore. 
appointed by his Majeſty might or could have exerciſ- 
ed, in as full and ample manner and form, as if ſuch, 
Governor and Commander in Chief had been nominat- 


ed and appointedby his Majeſty's letters patent or com- 
mifſion; and tor that purpoſe, if need be, to revoke, 


annul, and make void, any commiſſion or letters pa- 
tent heretofore granted for appointing any ſuch Gover- 
ior or Commander in Chief. | a 
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And be it further enacted, * hat this Act ſhall con- 
tinue to be in force until the firſt day of June, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ee a Ih 


GEORGE Fro Tum, by the Grace & GOD, of 
Great-Britain, France and Ireland, Nee, Nee 
of the Faith, Te; ; 79% | Lok 


To bur 185 7 ir and rig be. ' wpil-belaved Coufin 2 oak 
Counſellor, Frederick; Ear J Carliſle, Knight of the 
moſt ancient Order of the T, hiftle; our right truſty and 
<vell-beloved Counſellor, Richard, Lord V Aeon Howe, 
E our Kingdom of Ireland; our truſty and weil- beloved 
Sir William Howe; Kuig ht uf the moſt honourable 
Order of the Bath; Liratehant:Generul of our Forces; 
General and C ommander in Chizf of all aud ſingular our 
forces employed or io be employed within our Colonies i in 
 North- Ameriza, lyihg upon the Atlantic Oteun, from 
NevasScotia by the North, to g- Florida on the 
South, both intluſtve; William Eden, £&/q; one of our 
Commuyſfioners for Trade and Plantations, and George 

_ Johnſtone; WOT". cen in our * n 
GREETING : Ke 


i < 
5 


HER AS + int W 57 the" Commios cok 
Letters Patent under our Great Seal of Great- 
Bitis, bearing date on or about the ſixth day of May, 
in the ſixteenth year of our reign, We did, out of 
bur earneſt deſire, to deliver all our ſubjects and every 
are of the dominions belonging to our crown, from 
the 
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truſty and w 
Lord Viſcount Howe, of our. Kingdom of Ireland, 


members. and appurtenances*thereunto belon; 
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the pid of War, and to reſtore them to our 6765 

tection and ye nominate and appoint. our right 
el 


beloved Couſin and Counſellor, Richard 


and our truſty and well- beloved William Howe, Eſq; 
now Sir William Howe, Knight, of the. Bath, Major 
General of our forces, and General of our forces i 

North-America only, and each of them jointly 7 Pe] 


leverally, to be our Commiſſioner and Commiſſioners, 


in that behalf, to, perform and execute all the powers 


and authorities, in and by the ſaid commiſſion. and Jets 


ters patent entruſted and committed to them,, and;each 


of them, according to the tenor of ſuch letters afent, 


and of ſuch. further inſtructions, as thty ſhould from 
time to time receive, under our ſignet our ſign manual, 
to have, hold, wr es and enjoy, the ſaid office ang 
place, offices and places, of our Commiſſioner * an 

Commiſſioners, as t erein mentioned, with all rights, 
ging; to- 
gether with all and ſianghlar the powers and authorities 
thereby granting unto them, the ſaid Lord Viſcount 
Howe, and General William Howe, And each of them, 
for and during our will and pleaſures and no longer, 
in ſuch manner and form, as in and hy our faid recſted 


commiſſion and letters patent, relation being thereunto 


had; may, among divers other things therein contain- 
ed, more fully and at large appear. "And whereas, for 


the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jealouſ es and | 


apprehenſions of danger to their liberties and hts, 
which have alarmed many of our fubhects in the CoOlo- 
nies, Provinces and Plantations of N ew. Hafmpſtiire, 
. — 2 New- 


faller manifeſtation of our jut and 2 pur _ 
and thoſe of our Parliament, to maintain and ſceure 
all our ſubjects in the. clear and perfect enjoyment. .of 
| their liberties and rights: It is in and. by a — 
made 
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made and paſſed | in this preſent ſeſſion of Parlianeflt; 
intituled, © An Act to enable his Majeſty to appoint 
Commiſtioners, with ſufficient powers to treat, conſult, 
and agree upon che means of quieting the diforders now 
ſubſiſting in certain of the Colonies, Plantations and 
Provinces of North-America,“ among other things 
enacted, That it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majety, 
from time to time, by letters patent; under the Great 
Seal of Great-Britain, to authoriſe and empower five 
able and ſufficient perſons; or any three of them, to 
do, and perform, ſuch acts and things, and to uſe and 
exerciſe ſuch authorities and powers, as in the aid act 
are for that purpoſe mentioned, provided ard c-eated: 
And whereas; we are earneſtly deſirous. to carry into 
full and perfect execution the ſeveral zult pnd See 

purpoſes above- mentioned: . 
Now know ye, that we have role and determined; © 
and by theſe preſents do revoke and determine our {aid 
recited commiſſion and letters patent, and all and every 
ower; authority, clauſe, article, and thing therein con- 
tained: And further know ye; That we repoſing eſpe- 
cial truſt and confidence in your wiſdom; loyalty dili- 
ence; and circumſpection in the management of the 
affairs to be hereby cominitted to your charge, have 
nominated and appointed; conſtituted and aſligned, and 
by theſe preſents do nominate, appoint; conftitute and 
aſſien you the ſaid Frederick; Earl of Carliſle; Richard 
Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe; William Eden; 
and George Johnſtone; ot any three of pau; to be our 
Commiſſioners i in that behalf, to uſe and exerciſe all; 
and every the powers and authofities, hereby intruſted 
and committed to you the ſaid Frederick Earl of Car- 
liſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, 
William Eden, George Johnſtone, or any three of you; 
and to ſo perform and execute all other matters and 
things hereby enjoyned, and committed to your care, 
during our will and pleaſure; and no longer, according 
to the tenor of theſe our letters patents and of ſuch ſur- 
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ther inſtructions, as you ſhall from time to time receive 


under our ſignet or ſign manual. 

And it is our Royal Will and Pleaſure, and we do 
hereby authoriſe, empower, and require you the ſaid 
Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir 


William Howe, William Eden, George Johnftone, or 


any three of you, to treat, confult and agree with ſuch 
body 'or bodies politick and corporate, or with ftich 
aſſembly or aſſemblies of men, or with ſuch perſon of 
perſons, as you the ſald Frederick Earl of Carliſle, 
Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, William 
Eden, George Johnſtone, ot any three of you, ſhall think 
meet and ſufficient for that purpoſe, of, and concerning 
any grievances or complaints of grievances exiſting, 
or ſuppoſed to exiſt in the government of any of the 
colonies, provinces or plantations abovementioned re- 
ſpectively, or in the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, re- 
ſpecting them or any of them, or of and concerning any 
aids or contributions to be furniſhed by any of the ſaid 
colonies, provinces or plantations reſpectively, for the 
common defence of this realm, and the dominions there- 
unto belonging, and of and concerning any other re- 
gulations, proviſions, matters and things,, neceſſary or 
convenient for the honour of us, and our parliament, 
and for the common good of all our ſubjects. And it 
is our further will and pleaſure, that every regulation, 


proviſion, matter or thing, which ſhall have been 
agreed upon between you the ſaid Frederick Earl of 


Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, 
William Eden, George Johnſtone, or any three of you, 
and fuch perſons, or bodies politic as aforeſaid, whom 
you or any three of you ſhall have judged meet and 
ſufficient to enter into ſuch agreement, Thall be fully 
and diſtinctly ſet forth in writing, and authenticated 
by the hands and ſeals of you, or any three of you on 


one ſide, and by ſuch ſeals and other ſignatures on the 


other, as the occaſion may require, and as may be 
ſuitable to the character and authority of the body po- 
litic, or other perſon ſo agreeing; and ſuch inſtru- 

ments, 
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ments, ſo authenticated, mall be by you, or any three 
pf you, tranſmitted to one of our principal Secretaries 
of State, in order to be laid hefore our parhament, for 
the further and more perfect ratification thereof, and 
until ſuch ratification, na ſuch regulation, "proviſion, 
matter or thing ſhall have any other force or effect, or 
be carried further into execution, than is hereafter men- 
tioned. And we do hereby further authoriſe and em- 
power you the ſaid Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard 
Viſcount Howe, Sir William Howe, Willian Eden, and 
George Johnſtone, or any three of you, from time to 
time, as you, OT any three of you ſhall judge conve- 
nient, to order and proclaim a ceſſation of hoſtilities on 
the part of our forces by tea or land, for ſuch time, and 
under ſuch conditions, reſtrictions, or other qualifica- 
tions, as in your diſcretion ſhall be thought requiſite, 
and ſuch order and proclamation to revoke and annul, 
in the ſame manner and form. And it is our further 
will and pleaſure, and we do hereby require and com- 
mand all our officers and miniſters, civil and military, 
and all other our loving ſubjects whatſoever, to obſerve 
and obey all tuch proclamations reſpectively. And we 
do hereby in further purſuance of the ſaid Act of Parlia- 
ment, and of the proyiſions therein contained, authoriſe 
and empower you the ſaid Frederick Earl of "Carliſle, 
Richard Vizaunt Howe, Sir William Howe, Witham 
= +£den and George Johnſtone, or any three of you, by 
pProclamation under your roſneckive hands and ſeals, 
f̃trom time to time, as you ſhall ſee convenient, to ſuſ- 
F pon the operation, and effect of a. certain Act of. Par- 
liament, made and paſſed in the ſixteenth year of our 
reign, for prohibiting all trade and intercourſe with cer- 
tan colonies and plantations. therein named, and for 
the other purpoſes therein alſo mentioned, or any of 
the proviſions ar reftrictions therein contained, and 
therein to ſpecify, at what time and places reſpectively, 
and with what exceptions and reſtrictions, and under 
what paſſes and clearances, in lieu of thoſe heretofore 
directed, by any act or acts of Parliament, for regulat- 
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ing hs trade of the colonies and plantations, the ſaid 
ſutpenſion ſhall take effect, and the faid ſuſpenſion and 
proclamation, in the ſame manner and form, to annul 
and revoxe. 

And we do hereby further authoriſe and impower 
you the ſaid Frederick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſ- 
count Howe, Sir William Howe, William Eden, and 

_ George Johnſtone, or any three of you, from time to 
time, as you ſhall judge convenient, to fuſpend in any 
laces, and for apy time during the continuance of the 
Haid firſt recited act, the operation and effect of any act 
or acts of parliament, which have paſſed ſince the — 
day of F chruary, one thouſand ſeven hundred an 
ſixty- three, and which relate to any of our Colonies, | 
Provinces, or Plantations, abovementioned, in North= 
America, ſo far as the ſame relate to them or any of q 
them, or the operation and effect of any clauſe or any 
proviſion or other matter in ſuch acts contained, ſo far 
as ſuch clauſes, proviſions, or matters relate to any of 
the ſaid Colonies, Provinces or Plantations : And we do 
hereby further authoriſe and impower you the ſaid Fre- 
derick Earl of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir 
William Howe, William Eden, and George Jahnſtone, = 
or any three of you, to grant a pardon or pardons to 
any number or deſcription of perſons within the ſaid 
Colonies, Provinces ar Plantations: And we do hereby 
; | further authariſe and impower you the ſaid Frederick 
| Earl of Carlifle, Richard Viſcount Howe, Sir William 
Howe, William Eden, and George Johnſtone, or any 
three of you, in any of our Colonies, Provinces or 
|| P' lantations, aforeſaid, reſpectively, wherein we have 
uſually heretofore nominated and appointed a Gover- 
nor, to nominate and appoint, from time to time, by 
any inſtrument under your hands and feals, or the 
hands and ſeals of any three of you, a proper perſon 
to be the Gavernor and Commander in Chief in and 
for ſuch Colony, Province or Plantation reſpectively, 
to have, hold, and exercile the ſaid office of Governor 
and Commander in Chicf, in and for ſuch Colony, Pro- 
| Vince 
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vince or Plantation reſpectively, with all ſuch powers 
and authorities as any Governor of ſuch province, 
| heretofore appointed by us, might or could have exer- 
eiſed in as fol and ample manner and form, as if ſuch 
Governor and Commander in Chief had been nomi- 
nated and appointed by our letters patent or commiſ- 
ſion, and for that purpoſe, if need be, to revoke, an- 
nul, and make void any commiſſion or letters patent 
heretofore granted for appointing any ſuch Governor 
and Commander in Chief: Whereas by certain letters 
patent under our Great Seal, bearing date on the twen- 
ty-ninth day of April, in the ſixteenth year of our 
reign, we have conſtituted and appointed you the ſaid 
Sir William Howe, to be General and Commander in 
Chief of all and ſingular our forces employed, or to be 
employed within our Colonies in North-America, ly- 
ing upon the Atlantic Ocean, from Nova- Scotia on the 
North, to Weſt-Florida on the South, both incluſive, 
to have, hold, exerciſe, and enjoy the ſaid office dur- 
ing our will and pleaſure, and in caſe you the ſaid Sir 
William Howe, ſhould by death or any other manner 
be diſabled from exerciſing the ſaid command, it is our 
will and pleaſure therein expreſſed, that the fame, with 
all authorities, rights and privileges contained in that 
our ſaid commiſſion, ſhall deyolve on ſuch officer bear- 
ing our commiſſion, as ſhould be next in rank to you 
the faid Sir William Howe: and whereas our truſty and 
well-beloved Sir Henry Clinton, Knight of the moſt 
honourable Order of the Bath, Lieutenant-General of 
our forces, and General of our forces in our army in 
America only, now actually bears our commiſſion, and 
is next in rank to you the ſaid Sir William Howe: 
Know ait is our further will and pleaſure, and we do 
hereby ordain and appoint, that whenever the faid 
command in the ſaid letters patent mentioned, ſhall, in 
purſuance thereof devolve upon the ſaid Sir Henry 


Quinton, all and every the powers and authorities here- 
1 by entruſted and committed to you the ſaid Sir Wil- 
E lam Howe, ſhall forthwith ceaſe and determine, and the 
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laid powers and authorities, and every of them, ſhall 
from thenceforth, be entruſted and committed, and are 
hereby entruſted and committed to the ſaid Sir Henry 
Clinton, to uſe and exerciſe the ſame powers and au- 
thoritics, and to do, perform, and execute all, other the 
matters and things. as aforeſaid, in as full and ample 
extent and. farm, and no other, as you the. ſaid Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, are hereby authoriſed to uſe and exerciſe, 
do, perform and execute the fame. 

And. we do hereby require and command all officers, 
givil and military, and all others, our loving ſubjects, 
whatſoever, to be aiding and aſſiſting unto you the 
laid Frederick Eaxl of Carliſle, Richard Viſcount Howe, 
Sir William Howe, W iam Eden and George John- 
ſtone, in the execution of this our commiſſion, and f 
the powers and authorities herein contained: Provided 
a ways, and we do hereby declare and ordain, that the 
ſeyeral offices, powers and authorities, hereby granted, 

| ſhall ceaſe, determine and become utterly null and void, 
on the firſt day of June, which ſhall be in the year of 
our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
nine; although we fhall not otherwiſe in the mean tine 
have rexokeck and determined the ſame. In witneſs © 
whereof we have. cauſed theſe our letters to be made pa- 
tent. Witneſs ourſelf, at W. eſtminſter, this thirteenth 
day of April, in the eighteenth year of our reign. 

By the KIN & Himſelf. 
* O 8 K. 
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F ramined: A true 5 opy. 


Aan Fzxcus0x, Secretary. 
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5 bis Eule DE. Laurens, the Pref; dent, ad other 


the Members oy N tg 
Grit EMEN, | 
FE received ſoon after our arrival at this place, 
your anſwer to our letter of the ninth of June, 
and are ſorry to find on your part any difficulties raiſed 
which muft prolong the calamities of the preſent war. 

You'propofe to us as matter of choice one or other 
of two alternatives, which you ſtate as preliminaries 
neceſſary even to the beginning of a neee for 
Peace to this empire. 

One is an explicit acknowlegornens of the indepen- 
dence of theſe ſtates. We are nqt inclined to diſpute 
with you about the meaning of words; but ſo far as 
vou mean the intire privilege of the people of North 
America to diſpeſe of their property, -and to govern 


themſelves without any reference to Great Britain, be- 
Vond what is neceſfary to preſerve that union of force, 


in Which our mutual ſafety and advantage conſiſt: We 
think, that fo far their independency is fully acknow- 
ledged i in the terms of our letter of the qth of June. 
And we are willing to enter upon a fair diſcuſſion with 
you, of all the circumſtances that may be neceſſary to 
enſure or even to enlarge that independence. 

In the other alternative you propoſe, that his Ma- 


jeſty ſhould withdraw his fleets and his armies: 


Although we have no doubt of his Majeſty's diſpo- 
ſition to remove every ſubje& of uneaſineſs from the 
eolonies, yet there are circumſtances of precaution a- 
gainſt our antient enemies, which joined to the regard 
that muſt be paid to the ſafety of many, Who, from af- 
fection to Great Britain, have expoſed: themſelves to 
ſuffer in this conteſt, and, to whom Great Britain owes 
ſupport at every expence of bloed and treaſures that 
will not allow us to begin with this meaſure. How 
ſoon it may follow the firlt advances to peace on your 
part, will depend on the favourable. proſpect you give 
olf a reconciliation with your fellow citizens of this con- 
ne and with thoſe in Britain. In the mean time 

we 


( a4 5 
we aſſure you that no circumſtance will give us mots 
ſatisfaction, than to find that the extent of our future 


connexion is to be determined on principles of mere 
reaſon and the conſiderations of mutual intereſt, on 
which we are willing likewiſe to reſt the permanency of 


any arrangements we may form. 
In making theſe declarations we do not wait ſor the 


deciſion of any military events. Having determined 


our judgement by what we believe to be the intereſts 

of our country, we ſhall abide by the declarations we 

now make in every poſſible ſituation of our affairs. 
You refer to treaties already ſubſiſting, but are pleaſ- 


ed to withhold from us any particular information in 
reſpect to their nature or tendency. | 
If they are in any degree to affect our deliberations; 


x 


we think that you cannot. refuſe a full communication 


of the particulars in which they conſiſt; both for our 
confideration and that of your own conſtituents; who 


are to judge between us whether any. alliance you may 


have contracted be a ſufficient reaſon for continuing this 
unnatural war. We likewiſe think ourſelves entitled to 
a full communication of the powers by which you con- 


ceive yourſelves authorized to make treaties with fo- 


reign nations. 


And we are led to aſk ſatisfaction on this point, be- 


cauſe we have obſerved in your propoſed articles of cot- 


ſideration, No. 6 and g, it is ſtated that you ſhall have 


the power of entering into treaties and alliances under 


certain reſtrictions therein ſpecified, yet we do not find. 


promulgated any act or refolution of the aſſemblies of 
Particular ſtates confering this power upon you: 


As we have communicated our powers to you, and 
mean to proceed without-reſerve in this buſineſs, we 
will not ſuppoſe that any objection can ariſe on your 
part to our communicating to the public ſo much of 
your correſpondence as may be neceſſary to explain our 
own proceedings. At the ſame time we aſſure you,. 
that in all ſuch publications, the reſpect which we pay 


to the great body of people you are ſuppoſed to Fr 
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7 Tent, ſhall be evidenced 1 us in every poſſible mark of 
= <onſideration and regard. We are, with perfect reſpelt, 

1 Gentlemen, 
1 Your moſt coin and 
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Canin 
| H. CriixToy. 
VM. EDEN. 


3 New-York, Jay 11, 1778. Gro. JounsTove. 


Inſtead of an anſwer to the above letter, his Ma- 
Jjeſty's Commiſſioners received a news- paper in which 
the following an foned Charles Thamph on, 
Secretary, is inſerted. 


1 CONGRESS, July 18, 1778, 


LETTER ſigned Carline, H. Clinton, Wm. 
A Eden, Geo. Johnſtone, dated New-York, July _ 
21, 1778, and directed * To his Excellency Henry 


Laurens, the Preſident, and other the Members of 


Congr els,” was received and read, whereupon Con- 
greſs came to the following reſolution. 

Whereas Congreſs, in a letter to the Britiſh Com- 
miſſioners of the 17th of June laſt, did declare that they 
would be ready to enter upon the conſideration of a 
treaty of peace and commerce, not inconſiſtent with 


=> treaties already ſubſiſting, when the King of Great Bri- 
>: tain would demonitrate a fincere diſpoſition for that 
> purpole; and that the only ſolid proof of this diſpoſt - 
tion would be an explicit acknowledgment of the inde- 


= pendence of theſe ſtates, or withdrawing his fleets and 
> armies; and whereas neither of theſe alternatives have 
been complied with, therefore | 

Reſolved, That no anſwer be given to the letter of 
the 11th inicant from the Britiſh Commiſſioners. * 

Ordered, That the ſaid letter and the foregoing re- 
ſolution de publiſhed. 

Extra? from the Minutes. 
CHARLES THOMPSON, — 
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Have che hofiour to tranſmit to you by onder of 

their Excellencies his Majeſty's Commiſſioners, the 
incloſed paper containing a remonſtrance addreſſed to 
the Congreſs on the ſubject of the detention of the 
troops lately ſerving under Lieutenant-General Bur- 
goyne, with a requiſition for their immediate releaſe. 
To which I make no doubt that you will pay the at- 
tention due to matters of ſuch high concern, and have 


the honour to be with the greateſt reſpect, Sit, your 


moſt obedient and moft humble ſervant, 
ADAM FERGUSON. 
To his Excellency Henry Laurens, Eſq; 
Preſident of the Congreſs. 


New-York Auguſt 7. 778. 


4 em) Te” 


By the Fark of CARLISLE, Sir HENRY CLIENT ON, 
* WILLIAM EDEN, Eraire, and GEORGE 50 HN. 
STONE, Eſquire, bis  Majeſy s Commiſſi Toners, appointed 
with ſufficient powers. to treat, conſult, and agree upan 
the Means of quieting the Diſorders now ſubfiſting in 
certain of the Colonies, Plantatiogs, aud Freviuces of 
 North- America. „ 
PON a repreſentation from the Commander in 
I] hief- of his Majeſty” s forces, that the troops 
lately. Er under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne; not- 
, withſtanding the ſolemn convention entered into at Sa- 
ratoga, in which it is ſ{fipulated, that the. Taid troops 
ſhall have a free paſſage to Great-Britain; are never, 
theleſs under various pretences ſtill detained in New-, 
England; the following r remonſtrance againſt the unjuſt | 
detention. of thoſe troops, and requiſition for their im- 
mediate releaſe, on the condition annexed ta the article 
by which their paſſage, to England is ſtipulated, are now 
ſolemnly made to the American Congrefs. 

Whereas the means that have. been deviſed by man- 
kind to mitigate the horrors of war, and to facilitate 
the re- eſtabliſhment of peace, depend on the faith of 
cartels, military capitulations,' conventions and treaties 
entered into even during the continuance of hoſtilities. 
From whence all” nations have agreed to obſerve ſuch 
conventions, as they reyere the ſacred obligations cf 
humanity and juſtice, and as they would avo.d the hor- 
= rid practice of retaliatlons, which, however juſtly dre 
= . to the guilty, in ſuch d but too frequently fall on 

| the innocent: 

And whereas upon theſe conſiderations, all breach of 
faith, even with an ene emy, and all attempts to elude the 
force of military conventions, or to defeat their ſalutary 
purpoſes by evaſion or chicane, are juſtly held in deteſ- 
tation, and deemed unworthy of any deſcription of per- 
ions aſſuming the character of, or ſtating themſelves as 
the repreſentatives of nations: 

4 And whereas it was ſtipulated in the ſecond article of 
the convention entered into at Saratoga between Lieu- 
© | - | tenant 
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tenant-General Burgoyne, and Major-General Garda, 
« That a free paſſage be granted to the army under 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne ro Great-Britain, upon. 
condition of not ſerving again in North-America during 
the preſent conteſt; and the port of Boſton is aſſigned, 
for the entry of tranſports whenever General, Howe 
ſhall fo order.“ 


His Majeſty's Commiſſioners now founding their- 


claim on this article, join with the Commander in Chief 


of his Majeſty's forces, in a peremptory requiſition, 


That free entrance into the harbour of Boſton be given 
to tranſports for the immediate embarkation of the, ſaid, 
troops, and that they be allowed to depart for Great- 
Britain in terms of the ſaid convention. And the ſaid, 

Commiſſioners, 1n order to remove every ſuppoſed dif- 


ficulty or pretence for delay in the execution of this 
treaty, ariſing from any paſt, real, apparent or ſuppoſed, 
infraction of it by word or writing, on the ſide of either. 
party, hereby offer to renew, on che part of Great-Bri- 
rain, all the ſtipulations of the ſaid convention, and 
particularly to ratify the eondition annexed to the ſe- 


cond article thereof above recited, by which thoſe troops. 


are not to ſerve. again 1n North-America, during the, 
preſent conteſt. 

And this requiſition, dated at New-York, an the 7th 
of Auguſt, 1778, is now lent to the American Congreſs, 


for their direct and GS it anſwer. 


CARLISLE. 
H. CLinTox. 


Wm. EDEN. 


GroROE Johxsroxx. 
To his Excellency en Laurens, 


Eſq; the Preſident, and others 
the members of the Congreſs, 
met at 5 rm 
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White his Majeſty's Commiſſioners expected an 
anſwer to the above requiſition, they received, on the 
18th inſtant the following papers tranſmitted by order 
of the Congreſs, and have thought proper to ſend the 


anſwers ſubjoined. 


* CONGRESS, Auguſt 12th, 1778. 

_ RESOLVED, 5 NY . 
That a copy of the declaration paſſed yeſterday be 
 figned by Mr. Prefident, and ſent by a flag to the 
Commiſſioners of the King of Great-Britain, at New- 
Tork. | bo he 5 

1 Extract from the Minutes. 
(Certified) 


HENRY LAURENS, Preſident. 


D Ee Lia 
4 HERE AS George Johnſtone, Eſq; one of the 
* \/ Britiſh Commiſſioners for reſtoring peace in A- 
merica, on the'rith of April laſt, did write and ſend a 
letter to Joſeph Reed, Eſq; a Member of Congreis, 
containing this paragragh, viz.—“ The man who can 
be inſtrumental in bringing us all to act once more in 
harmony, and to unite together the various powers 
which this conteſt has drawn forth, will deſerve more 
from the King and the people, from patriotiſm, hu- 
manity, and all the tender ties that are affected by the 
quarrel and reconciliation, than ever was yet beſtowed 
on human kind.” And whereas the ſaid George John- 
- ſtone, Eſq; on the 16th day of June laſt, wrote and 
ſent a letter to Robert Morris, Eſq; another member 
of Congreſs, containing this paragraph, viz. «I be- 
lieve the men who have conducted the affairs of Ame- 
rica uncapable of being influenced by improper mo- 
_ tives; but in all ſuch tranſations there is a riſk, and I 
think, that whoever ventures ſhould be ſecured,” at the 
lame time that honour and emolument ſhould natural- 


2 5 25 bY follow the fortune of thoſe who have tteered the veſ- 
= * £ je! in the ſtorm, and brought her ſaſely into port. 1 
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think Waſhington and the Preſident have a right ta 
every favour chat grateful nations can' beſtow, it they 


could once more unite our intereſts, and ſpare the mi- 
ſeries and devaltations of war. Which letters were 


laid before Congreſs. And whereas the ſaid Jof teph 


Reed, Eſq; hath in his place in Congreſs declared, that 


on Sunday, the 21ſt of June laſt, a a few days after the 
-evacuation of the city of Philadelphia by. the Britiſh 
troops, he received a written meſſage from a married 


lady of character, having connexions "with the Britilr 


army, expreſling a deſire to {ee him on buſineſs which 
could not be committed to writing, That attending 
the lady agreeable to her appointment in the evening, 
after ſome previous capverlation relpecting her connex- 
ions, the buſineſs and characters of the Britiſh Commiſ- 


ſioners, and particularly of Governor Johnſtone, 3g pet 
ing the ſaid George Johnſtone, Eiq;} were the ſubject 


of general conyerlation, which being. more confined, 
the lady enlarged upan the. great talents and amiable 
qualities of that gentleman, and added, that in ſeveral 


converſations with her, he (Governor Johnſtone) had 


expreſſed the moſt favourable ſentiments of him (Mr. 
Reed) and that it was particularly withed to engage his 
(Mr. Reed's) intereſt to promote the object of their 


commiſſion. viz. a re- union between che two countries, 


if conſiſtent with his principles and judgment; and 
that i in ſuch caſe, it could not be deemed unbecoming 
or improper in governinent ct (meaning the Britiſh,) to. 
take a favourable notice. of ſuch conduc, and that in 


this inſtance he (Mr. Reed) might, have ten thouſand 
ounds fterling, and any office in the colonies (mean- 


ing theſe united ſtates]! in his Majeſty's gift, (meaning 


in the gift of his Britahnick Majeſty). To which, find- 
ing an anſwer was expected, he (Mr. Reed) replied, 
by He was not worth purchaſing, but ſuch as he was, 
the King of Great-Britain was not rich enough to do 
it.“ And whereas the ſaid paragraphs written and ſent 
as aforeſaid by George Johnſtone, Etq; and the ſaid de- 
claration made 2 Jauer Reed, Eiq; call loudly on 
Congreſs 
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Congreſs to expreſs. their ſenſe upon them; therefore . 
Reſolved, That the contents of the ſaid paragraphs, ou 

and the particulars 1 in the faid declaration, in the opini- | 

on of Congreſs, cannot but be conſidered as direct at- 


3 tempts to cori upt and bribe the Congreſs of theſe united 


ſtates of America. 

Reſolved, That as Congreſs feel, ſo they ought to. 
demonſtrate the higheſt and moſt pointed indignation 
againſt ſuch Caring and atrocious attempts to corrupft 
their integrity. 

Reſolved, That it is incompatible with the honour . 
of Congreſs to hold any manner. of correſpondence or 
intercourſe with the ſaid George Johnſtone, Eſq; eſpe- 
cially to negociate with him upon affairs, in which the 
call of liberty and virtue is intereſted; and, for the 
propriety of ſuch conduct, we make, and F to 
the world this our declaration. 


Done i in Congreſs at Philadelphia, this: 11th 77 Auguſt, 
in the year of cur Lord, 1778, and in the third year 
1 the Independence of America. N 


By Order on * Congreſs 


— 


HENRY LAUREN S, Prefideat: 


New-York, Auguſt 26; 1778. 

His Majeſty's Commiſſioners direct Dr. Ferguſun 
to tranſmit to the Preſident of the American Congreſs, 
for the information of the Congrels, the declaration of 
this day by George Johnſtone Eſq; and the declaration 
of the ſame date by the Earl o Carliſle, Sir Henry | 
Clinton, and William Eden; Eſquire, and alfo the re- 
quiſition reſpecting the troops lately ſerving under 


Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, ſigned by ther Earl of 

Cov! Sir Henry Clinton, and William Eden, Eſq; 
ADAM FERGUSON, | . 

"Baer to bis. Mejeſty'. 5 CO | 
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\EORGE JOHNSTONE, one of the Commiſſion- 

ers appointed by his Majeſty to carry into exe- 
cution the gracious purpoſes of his Majeſty and his 

Parliament for quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in 

North-America, and for maintaining the people of theſe 

1 provinces in the clear and perfect enjoyment of their 
1 liberties and rights, having ſeen a declaration of the 

1 American Congreſs, ſigned by Henry Laurens, their 

1 Preſident, dated the 1 ith of Auguſt, to which, for cer» 

tain aſſumed reaſons therein ſpecified, is ſubjoined the 
following reſolution. 

i & That it is incompatible with the henour of Congreſs to 

"i | bold any manner of correſpondence or intercourſe with the 
ſaid George Jobnſtone, Ejq; eſpecially to negociate with him 

upon affairs, in which the cauſe of liberty and virtue 15 in- 
tereſted.”* 

The ſaid George Johnſtone, for himſelf flies That 
he is far from conſidering the ſaid reſolution of the Con- 
greſs as offenſive to him, that he rather receives it as a 
mark of diſtinction to which he is by no means entitled, 
either by his exertions in the cauſe in which he is em- 
ployed, or by his abilities for improving any future 
circumſtances that may occur towards fullfilling the 
purpoſes of the commiſſion under which he is appoin- 
ted. 

That he ſhall be happy to find, when this exception 
as to him ſhall be removed, that the Congreſs are in- 
clined to retract their former declaration, and to nego- 
ciate with others upon terms equally conducive to the 
happineſs of both countries, at the ſame time he is in- 
clined to believe, that the faid reſolution of Congreſs 
has been iſſued upon ſimilar motives with thoſe reſolu- 
tions reſpecting the cartouch boxes of General Bur- 

„ goyne's Army, and calculated as an excuſe to adeluded 
i people for not ſending an explicit anſwer to a plain re- 
"m1 quiſition, that was made to the Congrels from his Ma- 
4 jeſty's Commiſſioners, with regard to the unfortunate 
if 5 TORUS who are detained at Boſton, - under every indig- 
[ „ | nity, 
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nity, contraty to the public faith o a ſolemn οοοn e - 
tion ſigned at Saratoga, and alſo to ſerve as a pretent 


to the unhappy conſtituents of the e io are; e 


ſuffering under the various calamities of war, 


the real friends of America had fo long requeſted by 


the moſt ſolemn petitions, reſolutions, and public de- 


clarations, and which ſo many of the inhabitants of thi 
continent now deſire to ſee carried into full effect. 
As the great purpoſe Mr. Johnſtone had in view. in 


full determination to do nothing that could have a ten- 
dency to prevent it, in order therefore to defeat the pur: 


ſes intended by this reſolution of Congreſs, che ub. 


criber George Johnſtone, thinks praper te dechne 
atting as a Commiſſioner, or otherwiſe interfering in 
any meflage, anſwer, agreement, - negotiation; matter, 
or thing, that may regard the ſaid Carigreſs, which he 
does with ſo much the more pleaſure, as he is perfect- 
ly fatisfied the buſineſs will. be left in mort able and fut- 
ficient hands, reſerving to himſelf the liberty, if he 
ſhould judge proper of publiſhing before he leaves North - 
America, a juſtificatipn of his conduct, againſt the aiper-. 
ſions thrown on his character. . 7 

When the Congreſs were contending for eſſential pri- 
vileges neceſſary, to the preſervation of their liberty, 
under ſolemn declarations, that their reſiſtance was cal- 
culated merely to obtain redreſs upon theſe points; Mr. 
Fohnſtone ſhould have been ſorry to have incurred their 
cenſure, tho' unheard in his defence, and upon a chain. 
of evidence-ſo totally inconcluſive as to him. 

At preſent when the Congreſs can remain deaf to the 
cries of ſo many of their fellow ſubjects, who are ſuf- 


fering by-the miſeries of war, and from motives of pri- 


vate ambition can ſo far ſully theprinciples upon which. 

their firſt reſiſtance was made, as to bow to. a French 

Ambaſſador, and league with the antient enemy of both 
our countries, from whoſe * deſigns Ereat-Bri- 
| | | tain. 
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tain has ſo often reſcued the inhabitants of North-Ame- 
rica, and this for the avowed purpoſe of reducing the 
lt power of the parent ſtate, after all their juſt claims are 
1 gratified, and thereby i 2 their neareſt and deareſt 
0 friends and relations, forgetting all the principles of 
| virtue and liberty that ought to regulate the conduct 
0 of men in ſociety: Mr. Johnſtone is not anxious about 
$ the good opinion of ſuch a body, ' notwithſtanding the 
in regard he ſhall always bear to many of the individuals 
11 2 compoſe it, from a juſt allowance to be made for 
4 men acting under the heats incident to civil commoti- 
Fl ons, and from a certain knowledge they did entertain, 
4 and a perſuaſion that they do now entertain different 
Ki! ſentiments. 

With reſpe& to the people as America at large, the 
ſubſcriber ſincerely wiſhes to avoid every ſubject of of- 
fence which deſigning men may poſſibly intend to cre- 

ate, by exciting angry paſſions in return to perſonal pro- 
vocations, and thereby defeat any effects of good will to- 
| wards Mr. Johnſtone, which the remembrance of for- 
f mer good offices he has rendered them might occaſion, 
| I 39 (Signed) | | 
if GEORGE JOHNSTONE, + 
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' WHEREAS the Earl of Carliſle, Sir Henry Clinton, 
Knight of the Bath, and William Eden, Eſq; three of 
his Majeſty's Commiſſioners, appointed with ſufficient 
powers, to treat, conſult and agree, upon the means of 
quieting diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain of the Co- 
lonies, Plantations and Provinces of North-America, 
haye received a declaration of the American Congreſs, 
dated the 11th inſtant, which relates to a Gentleman 
with whom they have the honour to be joined in com- 
miſſion, and is meant to affect him as a Commiſſioner; 
they hereby think proper, on their part, ſolemnly to 
declare, that they had not any knowledge, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, of the letter and converſation al- 
luded to in the ſaid declaration, until they ſaw them 
made public in the newſpapers. At the ſame they do 
not mean either to imply any aſſent to the conſtruction 
| put on private correſpondence, which the Congreſs 
have thought proper to publiſh, or to intimate a belief 
that any perſon could have been authorized to hold the 
converſation to which the ſaid declaration of the Con- 
preſs alludes—Nor do they on the other hand mean to 
enter into an explanation of the conduct of a Gentle- 
man whoſe abilities and integrity require no vindication 
from them. But they think proper in juſtice to that 
Gentleman, as well as to themſelves and to the com- 
miſſion with which they are charged, to ſay, that in the 
many converſations which he has had with them upon 
the meaſures adopted to reſtore the peace of theſe Co- 
lonies, the principle of all his reaſonings ſeemed to be, 
that the offers of Great-Britain were obviouſly adapted 
to promote and eſtabliſh the liberties, peace, opulence, 
increaſe ſecurity and permanent happineſs of the inha- 
bitants of this continent, and that thoſe bleflings in an 
equal degree were not to be expected from any other 
connexion or mode of government whatever. When 
therefore the King's Commiſſioners tranſmitted to the 
Congreſs the Acts of Parliament, to exempt the Colonies 
| for 


ae 


every free 


c 0-3 
for ever from Britiſh taxation, and to ſecure their char- 


ters and eſtabliſhed governments; and when they added 
that they were, autharized and deſirous to reſtore peace, 


to revive free intercourſe and mutual affection, to pre- 


ferve the value and promote the credit of the paper eir- 


culation, to give atisfaction and ſecurity for ever on 


the ſubject 


the military eſtabliſhments, and to extend 

m ta trade; they felt that they were ena- 
bled to ſtipulate, and had offered not only every thing 
that is or can be propoſed by the French alliance, but 
alſo many advantages to this continent which can never 
by any poRBbuity be derived from that unnatural con- 
nection. 

And they remain \ aſtoniſhed at the calamities in which 
the unhappy people of theſe colonies continue to be 
involyed 7 the blind deference which their leaders 

-ofeſs towards a power that has ever ſhewn itſelf an 
enemy to all civil and religious liberty ; and whoſe of- 
ſers his Majeſty's Commiſſioners muſt repeat, whatever 


may be the pretended date an kent form of them, 


ere made only in conſequence the plan of accommo- 


Aren previouſly concerted in Great- Britain, and with 


a view to prevent the reconciliation propoſed, and to 
protong this deſtructive war. 

This aſſertion is made on the ae o the following 
fats: 

It is well known te this whole continent, that 2 
intimation of the conciliatory propoſitions, on the part 
of Great-Britain was given to the Britiſn Parliament, 
and conſequently to the whole world in November laſt; 
and the reaſons for delaying thoſe propoſitions till after 


the receſs for che holidays were at the ſame time given 


to the Houſe of Commons. 6 

It is equally well known that the oreliminazies of a 
French treaty, with which Mr. Stmeon Deane firſt went 
to fea in the frigate called la Belle Poule, did not bear 


date carter than the 16th of December. 


It cannot be a ſecret to the Congrels, that thoſe pre- 
Hh, nigaries led to a tr! caty of commerce only, and were 
a tranſ- 
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tranſtnitted to America in that inconcluſive form; be- 
cauſe the conceſſions made ban France on the one hand 
were ſo unſatisfactory, and the conditions required of 
America on the other ſo exceptionable, that the Com- 


miſſioners of the Congreſs did not think proper to Pro- 


ceed until they ſhould be ſpecially authorized. 
Mr. Simeon Deane, after having; been ſome 70 8 at 


aß was obliged to put back into one of the Freneh 


Pay and returned to Paris: In the mean time the Par- 


ment had met again on the 2oth of January, and the 


propoſitions to be made, though not formally ſtated till 
the 17th of February, were occaſionally during the whole 
interval a fubject of diſcuſſion in all the preparatory de- 
bates upon the ſtate of the nation. It was, during this 


interval, and not before, that France being informed 
of the liberal and extenſive nature of the intended of- 


fers, thought it expedient, for the purpoſe of prolong- 
ing the war, and of -making theſe colonies the inftru- 
ments of her ambition, to EET Ct IT, enden her 
propofals. 


Still however the full powers are not pretended to 


have been given to Monſ. Gerard before the goth of 


January. And whatever time the treaties chus notori- 


ouſly flowing from the generqus meaſures of Great Bri- 
tain, ma have been dared by the French miniſters, ei- 
ther in fact or by colluſion, for the purpoſe of giving an 
uncandid interpretation to the proceedings of the Bri- 


tiſh Parliament; whatever too may have been the dates 
of the diſpatches which accompanied thoſe treaties, it 
is well known that neither treaties, nor letters notify- 


ing treaties, were ſent from F rance before the 8th of 
March. | 
When theſe parti rticutars together with all the othercir- 


cumſtances attending the conduct of the French Court, 


towardsthele Colonies during the years 1775, 1776 and 
1777 moſt of which muſt be well known to the Ame- 
rican Congreſs, are duly conſidered, the deſigns of 
France, the ungenerous motives of her policy, and the 


degree 


r 
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degree of faith due to her profeſſions, will become too 


obvious to need any illuſtration. 


And his Majeſty's Commiſſioners _—_— and ill 


think themſelves intitled to expect, that the General 


Congreſs ſhould not on the ground of ſuch treaties, 
even if the conſtitution under which they act, had au- 
thoriſed them, aſſume the deciſive part, which they 
have taken, without previouſly conſulting the Aſſem- 
blies of their different provinces, and making their con- 
ſtituents acquainted with all the facts upon which 4 


CARLISLE, 
i= oy o LIN TON, 
Wu. EDEN. 


true men might be formed. 


New-York, - 26, 17 
Publiſbad by Order of 770 Excellencies his Majey $ 


Commifhoners. 
Apam F no, Secretary. 


Is CONGRESS, September 4, 1778. 
HEREAS Congreſs did, on the 8th day of Janua- 
ry 1778, Reſolve, © That the embarkation of Lieu- 


tenaut-General Burgoyne, and the troops under his com- 


mand, be Juſpenaed till a diſtinét and explicit ratification of 
the Conventicn of Saratoga ſhall be properly notified by the 
Court of Great-Britain to Congreſs ;” 


| Reſolved, That no ratification of the Convention of ga- | 


ratoga, which may be tendered in conſequence of powers 


which may reach that caſe by conftruftion and implication, 


er Thich may ſubjett whatever is tranſacted relative to it 


to the future epprobation or diſapprobation of the Parlia- 


ment of Great-Britain, can be accepted by net. 


Publiſhed by Order of Congreſs, 
CHARLES THOMPSON, Secretary. 
New- 


Z Ne o Mr. Rivington, Printer to the | Js TH Nit PUT 
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þ King 8 re mann ene, vw 25 i Een 
| S1, 1 NewYork; Oha ad, 1 
You will be pleaſed to publiſh the following Copy of 


iis 


a letter from his Excellency'Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. 


addreſſed to the Preſident and Members of che er- 


can N with we anſwer ſubjoincd. 


k I am, Sir, e 
N. B. His "APR; Tous moſt obedt, 


lency addreſſed ano- | | Hble Servant, = 


ther letter of the * n 
ſame date and tenor, - Sec'ry. 
to General Waſh- | 

ington, to which he 

has as yet received N 

no anſwer. | 


| New-York, igth Sept. 1778, 

S818. - ; 
Nothing but His Majeſty's poſitive Inſtructions, of 
which I ſend you an Extract, could have induced me 


to trouble you or the American.Congreſs again on the 
Subject of the Troops detained in New-England in. di- 


rect Contravention of the Treaty entered into at Sara- 


toga. The neglect of the Requiſitions already made 
on this Subject is altogether unprecedented among Par- 


ties at War. I now however repeat the Demand that 


the Convention of Saratoga be fulfilled; and offer by 


expreſs and recent Authority from the King, received 


_ the Date of the late Requiſition made by His Ma- 
s Commiſſioners, to renew in His Majeſty's Name 
all the Conditions ſtipulated by Lieutenant-General 


Burgoyne in reſpect to the Troops ſerving under his 
Command. 


In this I mean to diſcharge my Duty not only to the 
King, whoſe Orders I obey ; But to the unhappy Peo- 


ple 


( ©) 


le likewiſe whoſe Affairs are committed to you, 2 
who I hope will have the Candour to acquit me of the 
Conſequences that muſt follow from the New —__— 


of war pou are r to introduce. 


1 1 the honout te be, 
$7 | 15. 8 
12 Four moſt Obedient aud. 
'To His Excellenoy * Moſt humble Servant, 
Henry Laurens Efq, |. Gigned) | H. CiyxTAN. 
Preſident; and others ( Px e 0: 34 
the Members of the { * yoo! 
American Congreſs at 1 10 12309! 11 
nn. RE MD ciel 
— 1313320 C3 
9 on 
28:4 
Philad. 26 Lt. 1778. 45 


StR 
Your letter of the 19th. was laid before 9 
and I am directed to inform you that the Congreſs of 
the united states of America make no anſwer to . 
Tent letters. 1 5 ie 
e 4 2 with due reſpect 


10 10110 
cee Teut obedient humble 27 
ape” £38, re 550 
111 Wan Gin 1090191200 3 
Sir Henry Clinton. K. B. ee , ee rs. 
e New talk, 
1 33 . #4 # 1 : ; - 1 : „ C * 
| ; Be 4 Te: 
4 2 Y 2 4 1 * a 28 4 
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1 To 0 their PNAS * Ri 85. Enes be Hart 
| 75 Carliſle, and the 3 Str, Henry . 
illiam Eden, Ejq; and e 2e 25 
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My it 7000 your „Balle, 885 | 


Es TH Majeſty* 8 loyal and dutiful ſubjeste mer- 
chants. traders and others, inhabitants of the 
city and county of New-York, beg leave to preſent our 
ſincere and cordial congratulations, as well on the ap- 
pointment of your Excellencies to this i important truſt, 
as your ſafe arrival to this Continent. 
Deeply impreſſed with a grateful ſenſe of his Majeſ- | 
ty's paternal goodneſs to all | his ſubjects, and conſcious 
that it has ever been his gracious purpoſe rather to re- 
claim than to puniſh, we truſt his Majeſty, in the con- 
fidence repoſed in you as his Commiſſioners, has taken 
the moſt effectual method to give energy and ſpeedy 
execution to his benevolent intentions. It is therefore 
natural for us to look forward with pleaſure to that 
riod, when under your auſpicies, all party didi 
ſhall ceaſe, and peace, harmony and legal government 
again bleſs, this country: and we truſt your Excellencies 
will ſoon have the pleaſing and honourable ſatisfaction 
of reſtoring theſe ineſtimable bleſſings to ſuffering 
thouſands, upon ſo firm and conſtitutional a baſis, as 
will inſure its duration to the remu.eſt period. | 
We, at the ſame time, with much deference, beg 
leave to repreſent, that the loyal inhabitants of the city 
and county of New-York, from their paſt experience 
of the happineſs they enjoyed. when at the peace of: his 
Majeſty, cannot but wiſh, that when it may be deemed 
_ conſiſtent with the good of the empire, they may be 
permitted to hope for a renewal of the ſame privileges, 
under ſuch regulations as may. hereafter be thought ex- 
pedient. At) pre! ſent we would * beg leave to 
| 1 I 
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mention, that from a variety of concurring cauſes, the 
value of commercial property in this city has increaſed 
to an amount very important and intereſting, not only 
to us as individuals, but alſo eventually to a large pro- 
portion. of the mercantile part of Great-Britain. This 


property is materially increaſed by many of us having 


on hand, a variety of articles as well the produce of the 
ſeveral counties in his Majeſty's protection, as the im- 
1 pay from other places, together with ſuch goods as 
have long been in the ſtores of New-York, unfit for the 
ſervice either of the army or navy, and only uſeful 
when conſidered as a remittance to Great-Britain. Theſe. 
may be comprized under the following heads, viz. TO- 
BACCO, INDIGO, BEES-WAX, FLAX-SEED, 
POTASH, LUMBER, DYEWOODS, FURRS, 
OILS, &c. to @ very large amount, all which we are re- 
ſtrained from ſhipping by the Prohibitary Aft, © | 
In thus repreſenting to your Excellencies ſome ot 
thoſe particulars which moſt materially affect his Ma- 
jeſty's faithful ſubjects, nothing is more diſtant from 
our intentions than a deſire to point out any line ot 
conduct to your Excellencies. But conſcious that the 
great object of all your cares is the public good, we 
reſt in full confidence that your Excellencies will be 
pleaſed to take the premiſes into your conſideration, 
and grant us ſuch indulgence and relief as to your Ex- 
cellencies may appear expedient and conſiſtent with his 
M asjeſty's ſervice. © St 2 „„ 


ANSWER 


6 
ANSWER of the COMMISSIONERS. 


| HE Earl of Carliſle, Sir Hen Clinton, William. 
Eden, Eſq; and George Johnſtone; Eſq; his Mas 
Jeſty's Commiſſioners, &c. &c. &c. thank the merchants, 
traders. and others, inhabitants of the city of New- 
York, for the very obliging terms of their Addreſs, 
and aſſure them that the confidence repoſed in the 
benevolent purpoſes of the Commiſſion, as well as in 
the cordial wiſhes of the Commiſſioners to reſtore the 
bleſſings of peace, harmony and good government to 
this country, is founded in the ſtricteſt truth 
His Majeſty's Commiſſioners ſincerely regret that 
_ whilſt the attainment of theſe great and important ob- 
jets remains in ſuſpenſe, the nature of the ſervice by 
| ſea and land ſhould have required an embargo to be 
laid on the ſhipping in this port. „ 
It is the ſincere wiſh of the Commiſſioners to have 
this embargo removed, and they have no doubt, that 
as ſoon as it ſhall be no longer neceſſary for his Majeſ- 
ty's ſervice, the Commanders in Chief of the Army and 
Navy will concur with them in removing it. 
When that moment arrives, it is the purpoſe of his 
Majeſty's Cornmiſſioners to extend the Ses wed of ex- 
portation to every article of merchandize collected in 
this port and city, which it may not be judged neceſ- 
ſary” to retain for the uſe of the troops and inhabitants, 
and to grant to the merchants this relief, under ſuch 
regulations as may be calculated for their eaſe and fe. _ 
curity, and at the ſame time compatible with the other 
urgent ſervices of the Public. | | 


By Order of their Excellencies. 
| ADAM FERGUSON, Secretary, 


New-York, Auguft 29, 177 . | 
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By the Earl of Carliſle, Sir Henry Clinton, and William 
Eden, Eſi; his Majeſty's Commiſſioners, &c. &c. c. 


A PROCLAMATION. 


| HEREAS in purſuance of an Act, made and 
Y Y paſſed in the eighteenth year of his Majeſty's 
reign, entitled, An Act to enable his Majeity to ap- 
point Commiſſioners, with ſufficient powers to treat, 
conſult, and agree upon the means of quieting the diſ- 
orders now ſubſiſting in certain of the colonies, plan- 
tations, and provinces, in North-America His Ma- 
jeſty has been pleaſed to author ſe and empower us, by 
Proclamation under our reſpective hands and ſeals, from 
time to time, as we ſhall ſee convenient, to ſuſpend the 
operation and effect of a certain act of Parliament, made 
and paſſed in the ſixteenth year of his Majeſty's reign, 
for prohibiting all trade and intercourſe with certain co- 
lonies and plantations therein named, and for purpoſes 
therein alſo mentioned, or any of the proviſions, or 
reſtrictions therein contained, and therein to ſpecify at 
what time and places reſpectively, and with what ex- 
ceptions and reſtrictions, and under what paſſes and 
clearances, in lieu of theſe heretofore directed by any 
act or acts of Parliament, for regulating the trade of 
the colonies and plantations the ſaid ſuſpenſion and Pro- 
dclamation, in the fame manner and form to annul and 
revoke. . oh 1 | EDT] dy 
And whereas his Majeſty, in purſuance of the ſaid 
firſt recited act, has been farther pleaſed to authoriſe 
and empower us, from time to time, as we ſhall judge 
convenient, to ſuſpend in any places, and for any time 
during the continuance of the ſaid firſt recited act, the 
operation and effect of any act or acts of Parliament, 
which have paſſed ſince the tenth day of February, 1763, 
and which relate to any of the colonies, provinces or 
plantations, therein mentioned; ſo far as the ſame re- 
late to them or any of them, or the operation and ef- 
fe & of any clauſe or any proviſion, or other matter, in 


fuch 


ſuch acts contained, ſo far as ſuch clauſes, proviſions or 


matters, relate to any of the ſaid colonies, provinces or. 
_ plantations. „ Fe uy | 
And whereas the diſorders ſtill continuing in part of 
the province of New-York, and the hoſtilities ſubſiſt- 
ing between his Majeſty's ſubjects of this port, and 
thoſe of the neighbouring provinces for the preſent pre- 
vent our framing and inſtituting a commercial plan on 
tboſe liberal principles on which Great-Britain wiſhes to 
reunite with the American colonies ; we are neverthe- 
| Teſs deſirous, until fuch a plan can be eſtabliſhed on a 
large and permanent baſis, to give all immediate rehef 
and ſecurity to the trade carried on by his Majeſty's loy- 
al ſubjects at the port of New-York. IT 
+ We therefore find it convenient to ſuſpend, and do 
hereby from the date of this Proclamation, ſuſpend ſo 
much of the aforeſaid act of Parliament, made and paſ- 
ſed in the ſixteenth year of his Majeſty's reign, for pro- 
hibiting all trade and intercourſe with certain colonies, 
provinces, and plantations therein named, as prune 
the exportation of goods formerly allowed to be ſhip- 
ped from this port toGreat-Britain, Ireland, Newfound- 
land, Quebec, Rhode-Iſland, Eaſt and Weſt-Florida, 
and the Britiſh Weſt-Indies; the articles of ſtores and 
proviſions, naval and military ſtores excepted ; and we 
do hereby authoriſe the officers appointed in the Pro- 
dclamation iſſued by his Excellency Sir William Howe, 
on the 17th July, 1777, to grant permiſſions for the 
loading and due exportation of ſuch firſt mentioned 
goods to the places aforeſaid, under the reſtrictions 
and regulations made and ſer forth in the ſaid Procla- 
mation. | | | 
And whereas his Majeſty, in purſuance of the faid 

firſt recited act of Parliament, has been farther pleaſed 
to authoriſe and empower us, to grant pardon or par- 
dons to any number or deſcription of perſons within the 
colontes, provinces or plantations, mentioned in the 
{aid act. . 5 FTW 
And whereas by an act of Parliament, made and paſ- 
| {ed 


) 


fa! in the ſeventeenth, * year of his Majeſty” 8 riot, enti- 
tled, An Act to authorife the carrying of the: captures 
therein nientioned, into any poi t of his Majeſty's do- 
minions in North-America; and for aſcertaining the 
value of ſuch part of ſhips and goods, as belong to the 
captors.” —It is enacted, that the perſons appointed by 
his Majeſty, to grant pardons, may grant his licence or 
Warrant, authorlling any captors, or any other perſons 
in their behalf, to carry the captures therein deſcribed, 
into any harbour or place in any of his Majeſty's 
domin ions 
We do hereby give full licence and warrant to the 
Commanders of his Majeſty's ſnips and veſſels of war, 
and to all others legally and properly authoriſed to make 
the captures defcribed in the abovementioned act, 
to fend all ſuch captures to the ports of New-York, 
and Newport in Rhode-Iſland: And we further declare, 
that ſuch captures, or any part of ſuch captures, after 
condemnation as lawful prize, may be exported into 
and landed in Great-Britain, or any other of his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions, upon payment of the ſame duties, 
and ſubject to the ſame reſtrictions in all other reſpects, 
as the ſame now are ſubject to by the ſaid recited act; 
the Officers appointed in the Proclamation of his Ex- 
cellency Sir William Howe, aforementioned, granting 
ſuch licences for the ſaid exportations, as we ſhall direct. 
And we further declare, that this Proclamation ſhall 
commence from the date hereof, and continue to be in 
force for three kalendar months.” from the ſaid date, or 
until we ſhall think proper to annul and revoke it. 
And purſuant to his Majeſty's commiſſion, we here- 
by call upon all officers, civil and military, and all other 
his Majeſty's loving ſubjects, to be aiding and aſſiſting 
unto us in the execution of this our Proclamation, and 
of other matters herein contained. 
Given under our hands and ſeals in New- 7 ork, 26th 
- - *- » September, 1778. 
(1.8. JCanLise, (L.s.)Hew. Ciro. (v. 8. WII. Eoxx. 
By their Excellencies Command, 
ADbAu FERGUSON, Secretary. 


Memorial a propoſitions and queries 
A having been preſented to his Majeſty's Commiſh-. 
oners relating to the propriety of ſeparate negotiations to 
be entered into by perſons now in exile from their ſeveral 
ſettlements, for liberty to return and to hold their pro- 
perty under the preſent uſurped governments in North 
America; the een are ene to en the 
following anſwer; | | 


TT is the ſenſe of 22 Majeſty's. a that 
1 they being entruſted with a plan of pacification 

— upon t % moſt gracious intentions of the King 
and of the Parliament, and having given to the general 
Congreſs of American deputies the neceſſary intimation 
of their arrival, and of the principles upon which they 
were authorized to reſtore the peac2 of America, the- 
| buſineſs now reſts with the Congreis and with the peo- 
ple of America. 

His Majeſty's Commiſſioners: are ready to receive any 
propoſitions that may be made to them, and to treat on 
the principles ſtated in their letters to the Congreſs, and 
in their proclamation to the people; but cannot coun- 
tenance any meaſure tending to a reconciliation with 
his Majeſty's rebellious ſubjects, upon terms inconſiſtent 
with thoſe already propoſed to the American Congrets, - 
nor give ſanction to any act by which a ſubject of 
the ſtate of Great Britain may be led to renounce his 
allegiance to his Majeſty, or to join with his enemies. 


8) 
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AND 


PROCLAMATION. 


To the Members * the Congreſs, the Anden of the 
General Aſſemblies or Conventions of the ſeveral Colonies, 
| Plantations and Provinces of New-Hampſhire, Maſſa- 

chuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Jſland, Connetticut, New-York, 

New- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the three lower Counties on 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South- 
Carolina, and Georgia, and all others, free Inhabitants 

of the ſaid Coroner, of every Wut and e b 


Br ts kan of CARLISLE, Six HENRY CLIN- 
TON, and WILLIAM EDEN, E; Commiſſioners. 
appeinted by bis Majeſty, in Purſuance of an Act of 
Parliament, made and paſſed in the 18th Year of his 
Majesty's Reign, to enable his Majesty to appoint Com- 
_ miffconers to treat, conſult, and agree upen the Means of 
Juieting the Di iferders now ſubſiſting in certain of the 

Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces in North- America. 


AVING amply and repeatedly made known to 
the Congreſs, and having alſo proclaimed to the 
inhabitants of North-America in general, the benevo- 


{ lent overtures of Great-Britain towards a re-union and 


coalition with her colonies, we do not think it confiſt- 
ent either with the duty we owe to our country, or. . 

with a juſt regard to the characters we bear, to perſiſt 
in holding out offers which in our eſtimation required 
only to be known to be moſt gratefully accepted: and 
we have accordingly, excepting only che Commander 
in Chief, who will be detained by military duties, re- 
folved to return to England a few weeks after the date 
of chis Manifeſto and Proclamation. 
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Previous however to this decifive ſtep, we are led by 
2 juſt anxiety for the great objects of our Miſſion to en- 
large on ſome points which may not have been ſuf- 


ficiently underſtood, to recapitulate to our fellow ſub- 


jects the bleſfings which we are empowered” to confer, 


and to warn them of the continued train 'of evils to 


which they are at preſent blindly and e ex- 


poſing thermſelves. 
- To the members of the Congreſs then, we we again as 


_ clare that we are ready to concur in all ſatisfactory and 


juſt arrangements for ſecuring to them and their re- 
ſpective conſtituents, the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, 


Parliament of Great-Britain, and the irrevocable enjoy- 


ment of every privilege conſiſtent with that union of in- 
tereſts and force on which our mutual proſperity and 

the ſafety of our common religion and liberties depend. 

We again aſſert that the meinbers of the Congreſs were 


not authorized by their conſtitution, either to reject 
our offers without the previous conſideration and con- 


which it muſt be attended. 


To the General Aſſemblies and Convetidlais of che 
different Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces, above- 
mentioned, we now ſeparately make the offers which 
wie originally tranſmitted to the Congreſs ; and we here- 
by call upon and urge them to meet expreſsly for the 
purpoſe of conſidering whether every motive, political 
as well as moral, ſhould not decide. their reſolution to 
- embrace the endes of cementing a free and firm coa- 
lition with Great-Britain. It has not been, nor is it, 


our wiſh, to ſeek the — which we are n 
* ed 


with the exemption from any impoſition of taxes by the 


* 


ſent of the ſeveral Aſſemblies and Conventions their 
conſtituents, or to refer us to pretended foreign trea- 
ties which they know were delufively framed in the firſt 
inſtance, and which have never yet been ratified by the 
people of this continent. And we once more remind 
the members of the Congreſs that they are reſponſible 
to their countrymen, to the world, and to God, for the 
© continuance of this war, and for all the miſeries with | 


(6) 


| / ed to purſue by fomenting popular diviſions and par- 
1 tial cabals ; we think {ſuch conduct would be: ill-ſuited 
to the generous nature of the offers made, and unbe- 
coming the dignity of the King and the State which 
make them. But it is both our wiſh. and our duty to 
encourage and ſupport any men or bodies: of men in 
their return of loyalty to our Sovereign and of affec- 

tion to our fellow- ſubjects. 1548 0 


41 


Io all others, free inhabitants of this once happy Em- 
pire, we alſo addreſs ourſelves. Such of them as are 
actually in arms, of whatſoever rank or deſeription, will 
do well to recollect, that the grievances, whether real 
or ſuppoſed, which led them into this rebellion, have 
been for ever removed, and that the juſt occaſion is 


arrived for their returning to the claſs of peaceful ci- 
FN tizens. But if the honours of a military life are be- 
1 come their object, let them ſeek thoſe honours under 


the banners of their rightful Sovereign, and in fight- 
ing the battles of the United Britiſh Empire againſt 
our late mutual and natural ene·ñ̃. 
"BY Io thoſe whoſe profeſſion it is to exerciſe the func- 
| = : tions of religion on this continent, it cannot ſurely. be 
| _ unknown, that the Foreign Power with which the Con- 
greſs is endeavouring to connect them, has ever been 
averſe to toleration and inveterately oppoſed to the in- 
tereſts and freedom of the places of worſhip which they 
ſerve; and that Great-Britain from whom they are for 
the preſent ſeparated, muſt both from the principles of 
her conſtitution and of proteſtantiſm be at all times the 
- beſt guardian of religious liberty, and moſt diſpoſed to 
promote and extend it. ie MD; 
Io all thoſe who can eſtimate the bleſſings of peate 
and its influence over agriculture arts and commerce 
- who can feel a due anxiety for the education and eſta 
bliſhment of their children, or who can place a' jy 
value on domeſtic ſecurity, we think it ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that they are made by their leaders to continue 
involved in all the calamities of war without having ei- 
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Ca) 
ther a juſt object to purſue, or a fubliſting grievance 
which may not inſtantly be redreſſed. | 
But if there be anv perfons who, diveſted of minen 
reſentments, and uninfluenced by ſelfiſh intereſts, really 
think that it is for the benefit of the colonies to ſeparate 
themſelves from Great-Britain, and that ſo ſeparated 
they will find a conſtitution more mild, more free, and 
better calculated for their proſperity than that which 
they heretofore enjoyed and which we are empowered 
and diſpoſed to renew and improve; with ſuch perfons | 
we will not diſpute a poſition which ſeems to be ſuffici- 
ently contradicted by the experience they have had. But 
we think it right to leave themfullyaware of the change 
which the maintaining of ſuch a poſition muſt make in 
the whole nature and future conduct of this war; more 
eſpecially when to this poſition is added the pretended 
alliance with the Court of France. The policy as well 
as the benevolence of Great-Britain have thus far check 
ed the extremes of war when they tended to diſtreſs a 
people ſtill conſidered as our fellow- ſubjects, and to de- 
ſolate a country ſhortly to become again a ſource of mu- 
tual advantage: But when that country proſeſſes the 
-unnatural deſign not only of eſtranging herſelf from us 
dut of mortgaging herſelf and her reſources to our ene- 
mies, the whole conteſt is changed; and the queſtion is, 
How far Great- Britain may by every means in her pow- 
er deſtroy or render uſeleſs a connexion contrived for 
her ruin, and for the aggrandizement of France. Un- 
der ſuch circumſtances the laws of ſelf-preſervation muſt 
direct the conduct of Great-Britain, and if the Britiſh 
Colonies are to become an acceſſion to France, will 
direct her to render that acceſſton of as little avail as 
poſſible to her enemy. i 
If however there are any who thick that. eich | 
ſtanding theſe reaſonings the Independence of the Co- 
| lonies will in the reſult be acknowledged by Gxcat- 
Britain, to them we anſwer without reſerve that we 
neither r nor expect powers for that purpoſe; and 
3 * if Great- Britain could ever have ſunk ſo lo as ta 
: adopt 


| (2?) 
adopt ſuch a meaſure, we ſhould not have thought eur 
felves compellable to be the inſtruments in making a 
, . conceſſion which would in our opinion be calamitous to 
A/ the colonies for whom it is made, and diſgraceful as 
| well as calamitous to the country from which it is re- 
2 And we think proper to declare that in this, 
pirit and ſentiment we have regularly written from this 
Continent to Great-Britain. | 
It will now become the colonies in general to. call 

to mind their own ſolemn appeals to Heaven in the 
beginning of this conteſt, that they took arms only 
for the redreſs of grievances, and that it would be their 
wiſh as well as their intereſt to remain for ever con- 
need with Great-Britazn, We again aſk them whe- 
ther all their grievances, real or ſuppeſed, have not been 
amply and fully redtreſſed; and we inſiſt that the offers 
we have made leave nothing to be wiſhed in point ei- 
ther of immediate liberty or permanent ſecurity : if 
thoſe offers are now rejected, we withdraw from the 
. exerciſe of a Commiſſion with which we have in vain 
been honoured ; the ſame liberality will no longer be 
due from Great-Britain, nor can it either in juſtice or 

policy be expected from her. 17 50 | 


In fine, and for the fuller manifeſtation as well of the 4 


diſpoſition we bear, as of the gracious and generous pur- 
poles of the commiſſion under which we act, we hereby 
declare, that WHEREAS his Majeſty in purſuance of 
an act, made and paſſed in the eighteenth ſeſſion of Par- 
hament, entitled“ An act to enable his Majeſty to ap- 

| int commiſſioners with ſufficient powers to treat, con- 
12 and agree upon the means 1 quieting the diſor- 
ders now ſubſiſting in certain of the Colonies, Planta- 
tions, and Provinces of North-America“ having been 
pleaſed to authoriſe and impower us to grant a pardon 
or pardons to any number or deſcription of perſons 
within the Colonies, Plantatiens, and Provinces o, 
95 New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſland- 
Connecticut, New-Tork, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 
the three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virgi- 
. ns 
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nia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia; 
And WHEREAS the good effects of the faid authorities. 
and powers towards the e at large, would have 
long ſince taken place, i 

dur firſt communications and overtures, and have thus 
far been fruſtrated only by the precipitate reſolution of 
the Members of the Congreſs not to treat with us, and 
by their declining to conſult with their conſtituents ;, 
Me nov in making our appeal ta thoſe conſtituents and 
to the free inhabitants of this continent in general, have 
determined to give to them what in our opinion ſhould 
have been the firſt object of thoſe who appeared to have 
taken the management of their intereſts; and adopt this 
mode of carrying the ſaid author ities and powers into 
execution. WE ACCORDINGLY HEREBY GRANT AND 
PROCLAIM A PARDON OR PARDONS OF ALL, AND ALL 
MANNER OF, TREASONS OR MISPRISIONS OF TREASONS, 
BY ANY PERSON OR PERSONS, OR. BY ANY NUMBER OR 
ä — OF ee OE EU 


| MANDED, ACTED, OR DONE, ON OR BEFORE THE DATE 
or THIS MaAniFtsTO AND PROCLAMATION. | 
And we farther declare and proclaim, that if any per- 
4 fon or perſons, or any number ar deſcription of perſons 
within the ſaid Colonies, Plantations and Provinces, now 
actually ſerving either in a civil or military capacity in 
this — 3g ſhall, at any time, during the continu- 
ance of this Manifeſto and Proclamation, withdraw him- 
ſielf ar themſelves from ſuch civil or military ſervice, 
and ſhall continue thenceforth peaceably as a good and 
faithful ſubject or ſubjects to his Majeſty to demean him 
ſelf or themſelves, ſuch perſon or perſons, or ſuch num- 
ber and deſcription of perſons, ſhall become, and be, 
fully entitled to, and hereby obtain all the benefits of 
the pardon or pardons hereby granted; excepting only 
from the ſaid pardon or pardons every perſon, and every 
number or deſcription of perſons, who, after the date 
pf this Manifeſto and Proclagiagiog, ſhall, under the 
pretext of authority, as Judges, Jurymen, Miniſters, 
25 or 


due uſe had been made of 


( $4 ) 
or Officers of civil Juſtice, be inſtrumental in executing 
and putting to Death any of his Majeſty's ſubjects with 
in the ſaid Colonies, Plantations and Provinces. 

And we think proper farther to declare, that nothing 
herein contained is meant, or ſhall be conſtrued to ſet 
at liberty any perſon or perſons, now being a priſoner or 
priſoners, or who during the continuance of this rebel- 
lion ſhall become a priſoner or priſoners.. 

And we offer to the colonies at large, or ſeparately, a 
general or ſeparate peace, with the revival of their an- 
tient governments ſecured againſt any future infringe= 
ments, and protected for ever from taxation by Great- 
Britain. And with reſpect to ſuch farther regulations, 
whether civil, military, or commercial, as they may wiſh 
to be framed and eſtabliſhed, we promiſe all the con- 
currence and aſſiſtance that his Majeſty's commiſſion. 
authoriſes and enables us to give. 

And we declare that this Manifeſto and Proclamation 
ſhall continue, and be in force Foxry Days from the 

date thereof, that is to ſay from the third day of Octo- 
ber, to the Eleventh Day of November, both incluſive. 

And in order that the whole contents of this Ma- 
nifeſto and Proclamation may be more fully known we 
ſhall direct copies thereof both in the Engliſh and Ger- 
man language to be tranſmitted by Flags of Truce to 
the Congreſs, the General Aſſemblies or Conventions of 
| the Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces and to ſeveral 

ei ſons both in civil and military capacities within the 
ſaid Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces. And for 
the further ſecurity in times to come of the ſeveral per- 
ſons or numbers or deſcriptions of perſons, who are or 
may be the objects of this Manifeſto and Proclama- 
tion, we have ſet our hands and ſeals to thirteen copies 
thereof, and have tranſmitted the ſame to the Thirteen 
Colonies, Plantations, and Provinces'abovementioned, 
and we are willing to hope that the whole of this Ma- 
nifeſto and Proclamation will be fairly and freely pub- 
liſhed” and circulated for the immediate, general, and 
moſt ferious confideration and benefit of all his Majeſty's 

Subjects 
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Subjects on this Continent. And we earneſtly exhort 
all perſons who by this inſtrument forthwith receive the 
benefit of the King's Pardon, at the fame time that 
they entertain a becoming ſenſe of thoſe lenient and 
affectionate meafures whereby they are now freed from 
many grievous charges which might have riſen in judg- 
ment or have been brought in queſtion againſt them, 
to make a wiſe improvement of the ſituation in which 
this Manifeſto and Proclamation places them, and not 
only to recollect that a perſeverance in the preſent rebel- 
lion, or any adherence to the treaſonable connection at- 
tempted to be framed with a foreign Fee will, after 
the preſent grace extended, be conſidered as erimes of 
the moſt aggravated kind, but to vie with each other 
in eager and cordial endeavours to ſecure their own 
peace and promote and eſtabliſh the proſperity of their 
countrymen and the general weal of the Empire. 

And purſuant to his Majeſty's Commiſſion we here- 
by require all officers civil and military and all others 
his Majeſty's loving ſubjects whatſoever to be aiding 
and aſſiſting unto us in the execution of this our Ma- 
nifeſto and Proclamation and of all the matters herein 

contained. | 

GIVEN at New-YoRK, this Third Day of Oc- 
TOBER, 1778. 
CARLISLE (L. S) 
H. CLINTON (L. S) 
WM. EDEN (L. S) 
Zy their Excellencies Command, 
Ab au FERGUSON, Secretary. | 


Propoſed APPENDIX to the ſeveral Publications 
relating to the Proceedings of His MajzsTy's Co 
' MISSIONERS. By a Well Wiſher to the Proſperity 


both of Great-Britain and North · America. 


miſſion founded upon them, together with the tranſactions which 


T reprinting of the conciliatory acts of Parkament, and the com- 
A have paſſed in the execution of both, will ſufficiently enable the 


ſuffering American, to determine for himſelf, in his inquiries concerning 

the authors and cauſes of the future calamities of his country. | 
Great-Britain has repealed the ſtatutes for blocking up the port of Boſ- 

ton, —that for altering the charter government of 1 

the tea duty act, —the acts for reſtraining the fiſhery and the trade of the 

colonies, — and renounced the claim of taxation both in North-America 

and the ifland colonies of the Weit- Indies. 


That the plantations may be reſtored to the happy condition in which. 


they ſtood before the cloſe of the laſt war, ſhe has enabled the Commiſ- 


fioners— | | 
I. To put a ſtop to hoſtilities both by: ſea and land. ; 


II. To open the trade of the colonies, by ſuſpending the act which now 


prohibits its courſe and renders their 22 OOO PAM 1-8 

oo To ſuſpend the operation of any other acts paſſed fince the zoth 

of Febru 17563. | | | „„ 
IV. To bur 7 paſt offences in oblivion by general pardons. | 


V. To contlitute whom they pleaſe, to be Governors of the provinces 


in the appointment of the crown. 5 4:62 | 
But the parent fate has given farther proofs of a liberal diſpoſition. She 


offers to treat with the colonies or any of them, to agree on eſtabliſhments. 


to be irrevocably ratified by her legiflature ; and the Commiſkoners will 
agree to a ceſſation of arms, until tae ſenſe of Parliament can be obtained, 
on a grand, ſolemn, conſtitutional! compact; the general objects of which 
will be . (excluſive of extending the commerce of America) to aſcertain the 
wer of all the colony legiſlatures, over their revenues, their civil and mi - 
itary eſtabliſkments, and veſt them with a Nee freedom of legiſlation 


and internal government the ſame as Great Britain enjoys, and under one 


common Sovereign, with every privilege ſhort of a total ſeparation 

« intereſts, or ND Wy with Rk 3 force on which the ſafety of. 

& our common religion and liberty depends. 5 
Among the ſtatutes paſſed ſince 1763 and now ſubject to immediate ſuſ- 

penſion, and, on a treaty, to be marked out for future alteration and re- 


al, are, that complained of as extending the admiralty juriſdiction,— 


at dire&ing the trial of certain offenders in England, — the Qu | 
Canada act, — the ſtatute of ſupremacy, aſſerting an authority to bind Ame 


ſionars in Boſton, &c. &c. &6. 
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aſſachuſetts- Bay,. 
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What then is wanting to put the Americans in full poſſeffion of all the 
bleſſings they can reaſonably deſire, but a treaty on the momentous con- 
cerns of the empire? A door is open for the requiſitions of all orders of 
men, civil and eccleſiaſtical—It is not ſhut againit any propoſals, that can 
in the ſmalleſt degree contribute to the common weal. And until there is 
an- interview Pay - conſultation, ' wao can aſſert that any falutary propoſi- 
tion will fail? ro foe ne 5 | 

It has however been ſuggeſted and aſſerted by well intentioned and well- 
informed perſons that the * of North America are ſtill made to believe 
they wary ors liberality of Great Britain to the interpoſition of France 
and that many thouſands remain to this hour in perfe& ignorance of the 
advances Great, Britain had formerly made to bring on a friendly ne- 

oclation. | 
a For the ſatis faction therefere of perſons either uninformed or miſled on 
this ſubject, the writer of this Appendix begs leave to recall to their at- 
tention ſome well known facts, and to communicate te them ſome papers 
and extracts of tranſactions prior to the preſent Commiſſion, which have 
been printed and are well known in Europe, but have not been circulated 
and indeed have been ſtrangely hitherto concealed in North America. 

It will not now be diſputed that hoſtilities ſtriftly ſpeaking began on the 
part of the colonies with the deſtruction of the Gaſpey ſloop and the riots 
at Boſton; and it is material to obſerve that the firſt pacifie advances of 
Great Britain were made not only before any interpoſition of France; but 
before any other hoſtilities than theſe committed on the part of the peo- 
ple of New England were known of in Europe; and preceeded or ac- 
companied the firſt armaments that were fitted out to aſſert the autherity of 
Government,” which Whatever lenient meaſures, it may purſue, muſt ſtill 

be aſſerted. | | is at, C ä 
| If the Stamp Act paſſed a8 4 meaſure proceeding u on principles of the 
conſtitution at that time undifputed ; the Stamp AR was repealed upon 
// = 

fe dnnes propbſed to be levied on tea and other articles were trifling 
and tho? not to be oe" up to an act of inſolence and violence, would 
probably like the Stamp Act have been repealed upon proper repreſen- 
r N „ | 3 

On the zoth February 1775, while a few regiments only were ordered 
to embark for the ſafety of government in America, —the King's Mi- 
niſters made the following motion in the Houſe of Commons. 1 
Extract from the Journals of the Houſe of Commons; Die Lunæ, 


- 


| ꝗJꝙJ%% ᷣ ores: | 
The Houſe, in a Committee, on the American papers, 
Reſolved, | „ That it is the opinion of this Committee, that when the 
_ « General Council and Aﬀembly, or General Court of any of his Majeſ- 
cr ty's Provinces or Colonies in America, ſhall propoſe to make proviſion, 
& according to the conditions, circumſtance or ſituation of fuch province 
or colany, for contributing their proportion to the common defence 
( ſuch proportion ts be raiſed under t e authority of the General Court, or 
General Aſſembly of ſuch Province or Colony, and diſpoſable by Parli- 
„ aàment) and ſhall engage to make proviſion alſo, for the ſupport of the 
& civil government and the adminiſtration of juſtice in ſuch province or 
colony, it will be proper, if ſuch. propoſal ſhall be approved by his 
60 Maj {ba the two Houſes of Parliament, and for fo long as ſuch pro- 
4 yihon mall be made accordingly, to forbear in reſpect of ſuch Province. 
FO 6t Colon „kd lay any duty, tax or aſſellment, except only ſuch duties 
$* 2,31 may be expedient to continue to levy or impole, for the regulation 


61 of 


„A P. B. K N. D. I, x. 


& of commerce ; the net produce of the duties laſt mentioned te be. car- 
„ ried to the account of ſuch province or colony ref] Ctively.” — 


| Copies of this Reſolution were ſent to America, incloſed in-a circular 


letter to the ſeveral Governors and Lieutenant-Goverpors, from one of his 
97 principal Secretaries of State, of which the following is an éx- 


TD Dp, | 4 Whitehall, Mar cb 34, 1775s 
1 1 


„00 will have ſeen in the King's anſwer to the joint addreſs of bgth 
« Houſes of Parliament on the 7th of February, which addreſs and ahſ- 
« wer have already been tranſmitted to you, how much attention. his Ma 
e jefty was graciouſly pleaſed to give to the aſſurance held out in that ad- 
« dreſs, of the readineſs of Parliament to afford every juſt and reaſonable 
+ ©& indulgence to the colonies whenever they ſhould make a proper applica- 
de tion on the ground of any real grieyance they might have to complain 
« of, and therefore I have the leſs occaſion now to enlarge upon the ſatis- 
« faction it hath given his Majeſty to ſee that addreſs followed by the in- 
„ cloſed reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, which, whateyer may be the 
« effect of it (I truſt a happy one) will forever remain an evidence of their 
te juſtice and moderation, and manifeſt the temper which has accompanied 
c their. deliberations upon that queſtion, which has been the fource of ſo 
% much diſquiet to his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, and the pretence for 
acts of ſuch.criminal diforder and diſobedience. 2 8 


x * 


« His Majeſty ardently wiſhing to ſee a reconciliation of the vnhappy | 


« differences which, have produced thoſe diſorders, by every means throug 
„ which it may be obtained without prejudice to the juſt authority of Par- 
% liament, which his Majeſty will never ſuffer to be violated, approves the 
te reſolution of his faithful Commons, and commands me to tranſmit it 
<« to you, not dovbting that this. happy diſpoſition to comply with every juſt 
« and reaſonable wiſh of the King's ſubjects in America, will meet with 
« ſuch a return of duty and affection on their part, as will lead to a hap- 
& py „ the 8 e er 1 of the Ad 
ce tranquil on thoſe grounds of equity, juſtice and moderation, which 
<« this Leſolu ion holds forth. Ae e | * Nets 
And in another place, „ . In i nar 
« The refolution neither points out what the civil eſtabliſhment ſhould 
te be, nor demands any ſpecific ſum in aid of the public burdens: In bath, 
«« theſe reſpects it leaves full ſcope for thai juſtice and liberality Which 
«© may be expected from, colonies, that, under all. their prejudices, haye- 
© never been wanting in expreſſions of: an affectionate attachment to the 
„ Mother Country and a zealous regard: for the general welfare of · the 
«« Britiſh Empire.“ | 2 A de 
Such was . anguage of King and Parliament in the year 1775. but 
Parties at that time. were too much heated on both ſides to make this mo- 
tion or letter, what they were intended to be, the foundation of a friendly, 
3 ociation. | asf | "Sh X ji | 
| NT h this adyance on the part, of the Britiſh Parliament had been. 
rejected, ſatis factory intimations. were given to the Congreſs upon certain. 
material points tending to draw on 4 treaty for reeſtabliſhing the peace 
of the Empire, ; i 


It was propoſed to certain Delegates. of the Congreſs, m January 1776. 4 Van 
1ſt, To alcertain the proportion each calony was able to contribute to-— 


wards the common defence. | To 2 5 
2d. That the ſupply ſnould be raiſed by Ack ef Aſſembly in duties up- 
en imports or expurts moſt likely to keep. pace with the growth or decline « 
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zd. That other duties for regulating trade ſhould be paid into the Co-- 
Jony-treaſury and be ſubject to the diſpoſal of the Aﬀembly,  — 
4A.81h. Great Britain to renounce the claim of taxation 4 depend for aids 
in all exigences upon the free gift of the Colonies. 1 5 
Theſe points being agreed upen, America might expect a repeal of the 
offenſive ſtatutes with a limitation of the number of troops. quartered in 
America and a partitien of them among the provinces. » 
The ſentiments of the Congreſs were defired by meſſengers of their on. 
It was fairly hinted that Great Britain would arm at all points and yet. 
_ precede her operations by propoſals for a treaty. _ | 
The gentlemen who thus communicated the Miniſter's idea of a plan 
of peace were put to their paroles before they were permitted to leave Phila- 
delphia. Why the Congreſs thought proper to neglect and yet conceal theſe: 
tranſactions mult at preſent be left to conjecture. The colonies may pio- 
_ eure ſatisfaction by interrogatirig thoſe who at that time were their Dele- 
es in the Congreſs. „ 5 
Though the irruption into Canada in autumn 2775, could not fail of high- 
Iy exaſperating the nation, the King did on the 6th May 1776, while the: 
- armament deſtined to affeinble on the coaſt of North America under Lord 
Howe and his Brother was ordered, appoint them Commiſſioners to hold 
out the olive branch on very liberal terms, as may be learned from the fol- 
lowing papers: 85 | Se 5 
The firſt is a proviſo ia one of the moſt ſevere acts which the Parhameng 
of Great Britain has paſſed on occaſion of this conteſt, in which trade 
prohibited with certain of the colonies and their property declared prize. 
44 4 Provided always nevertheleſs, and it is hereby enacted by the 
4 authority aforeſaid, That in order to encourage all well-affeRted per- 
.<c ſons in any of the ſaid colonies to exert themſelves in ſuppreſſing the 
<< Rebellion therein, and to afford a ſpeedy protection to thoſe who are diſ- 
| A poſed to return to their duty, it ſhall awd may be lawful to and for any 
| E perſon or perſons, appointed and authoriſed by his Majeſty, to grant a 
j . pardon or pardons to wy number or deſcription of perſons, and by pro- 
< % clamation, in his Majeſty's name, to declare any colony o: province, eo- 
4 Jonies or provinces, or any. county, town, port, diftri& or place, in any 
. *© colony or province, to be at the peace of his Majelly ; and from and 
« after the iffuing of any ſuch proclanvition in any of the aforeſaid colonies. 
. or provinces, or if his Majeſty ſhall be gracioufly pleaſed to fignify th 
„ fame by his royal proclamation, then, frem aud after the iſſuing - 
* ſuch proctamation, this act, with reſpect to ſuch colony or province, co- 
«« lonies or provinces," county, town, port, diſtrict or place, ſhall ceaſ, 
determine, and be utterly void; and if any captures ſhall be made, 
4 after the date and iſſuing of ſuch proclamations, of any flups or veſſels, 
& and their cargoes, belonging to the inhabitants of any ſuch colony or 
province, colomies or provinces, county, town, port, diſtri of place, 
6 or of any ſhips trading to or from ſuch colony ar province, colonies or 
# | « provinces, reſpectively, the ſame hal] be reſtored fo the owner of ſuc 
« ſhips or veſſels, upon claim being entered, and due proof made, of thei 
| . property therein, and the captors ſhall not be liable to any action for 
«+ ſeizing or detaining the ſaid ſhips or veſſels, or their cargoes, without 
. <4 proot being made that they had actual notice of ſuch proclamation hav- 
4 ing been iſſued.” : 4 | | | 
The ſecond is a clauſe in the Commiſſion granted to Lord Howe and 
General Howe, appointed to command a great armament, and employed 
to ſupport the authority of government in America. Being authoriſe 
to grant pardons, they are farther charged in the following terms: | 
0 5 "OW l And 
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==—— And we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command you the ſaid Fd A A 
„ Lord Viſcount Howe, and William Howe, and each of you, ſrom time: 1 
to time to inquire diligently into the ſtate and condition of the ſaid co 

« lonies and provinces; and of every county, town, port, diſtrict ank 
« place within the ſame, or any of them reipectively, and to receive and 

« entertain all dutiful complaints. and repreſentations made to vou or 
either of you, by the inhabitants thereof, and faithfully and day to. 

4c tran{mit the ſame to one of our principal Secretaries at State, that 
. ſuch reformation. and redreſs may follow thereupon as the nature of the 
« caſe ſhall require. And it is our further will and pleaſure, that you ds 
«+ confer as occaſion may require with our ſubjects in the ſaid provinces, 

« or any of them, concerning ſuch arrangements and regulations as ma 

« tend to the advantage and ſtabiliiy of the ſaid ſeveral colonies and: pra» 
«.yinces, and to à laſting union with Great-Britain, upon the true prin- 

4 ciples of the conſtitution.” . 1 4 C 
Tpheſe Commiſſioners embraced every opportunity af purſuing the object 

of their truſt. The following is an account of an interview which Lord! 


Howe had on Staten-Iland wich the Deputies of Congreſs « __ © 


Prad of 4 Letter from Lonb Viscouxr HOWE ie Lone 
50 GEORGE GERMAINE.' |... 


My ess... nrnD eerre  E 

% FINDING in a converſation with Mr. Sullivan, a Major-Generat 
 « in the rebel army, taken priſoner in the action of the 27th Aug. th 
„„the leaders of the diſaffected Americans profeſſed to underſtand that 
* the powers delegated by the King's Commiſſion, were veſtrifted to 
« granting. pardons and declaring the colonies at peace, without authority 
to enter into any diſcuſſion of grievances, I thought proper to infourr 
„ that gentleman, that the object of his Majeſty's paternal. defire n te. 
„make his American ſubjects happy, as well as to rehieve them from 
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2 ſtde calamitie> of war ;---that the Commiſſioners were willing to conſult 


and confer with any perſon of influence upon the means of ttaining 
%, thoſe ends; and that reconciliation, union and redreſs of grievances 
% might be the happy conſequences. Mr. Sullivan hereupon propoſed, 
% and with General Howe's approbation, 1 congſented, that he ſhould go 
« to Philadelphia, and undeceive theſe who appeared to entertain cht 
« confined opinion of the King's molt gracious intenvians.  -- -- 

„% On the gth inſtant, he returned and acquainted me, chat he Had 


* made known the ſentiments I had expreſſed to him, and that, according 


„ to the Tenor of a reſolution of Congreſs, three deputies might ſoon be 
« expected in this province to enquire more particularly into dhe gro 
of the information he had communicate 
T have the honour to ſend incloſed to your Lordſhip à ce of that - 
reſolution. 1 IS TS. | ; | 206: 
„ Altho' the object of this deputation apparently was to interogate 
« rather than to confer, General Howe concurred in opinion with me, 
<« that I ſhould not en that account decline any propoſition for a meeting. 
% We thought it material to controvert the real or affected ideas before 
4 mentioned, which had probably been circulated with-a view to perſuade 
« the ignorant, that the offer of peace and pardon, held farth in our de- 
4% claration of the 14thJuly, was merely an artifice to diſarm them, and 
« that their liberties and properties were only to be ſecured Ly a per- 
5 . « ſeverance 


r 
cc ſęeye fance in their reſolution to throw off all de pendance upon the King 


„ and Parliament of Great- Britain. | 
*« Tn the evening of the ſame day I received mformation, that Dr. Franklin, 
1 Mr. John Adams and Mr. Rutledge would meet me at any appointed 
« place on the morning of the 1th. General Howe's preſence being that 
. day neceſſary with the army, he could not accompany me to the meeting. 
= which I appointed mould be on Staten-Ifland, oppoſite to the town of 
« Amboy. | i | 
1 1 them, that the King's defire to reſtore the public tran- 
ec quility, and to render his American ſubjects happy in a permanent union 
% with Great-Britain, had induced him to conſtitute commiſſioners upon the. 
s ſpot to remove the xeſtriftions upon trade and intercourſe, ta diſpenſe the 
4 royal clemeney to thoſe who had been hurried away from their allegiance, 
to receive repreſentations of grievances, and to diſcuſs the means where- 
„ by that mutual confidence and juſt relation which ought to ſubſiſt between 
* the colonies aud the parent ſtate, might be reftored and preferved. 1 
<< alſo gave them to underſtand, that his Majeſty was gracioufly diſpoſed 
4 to a reviſion of ſuch of his royal inftruftions as might have laid too much 
« reftraints upon their legiſlation, and to concur in a reviſal of any of the 
% Plantation laws by which the coloniſts might beaggrieved--that the com- 
* -miihtoners were earneſt on their part to prevent the farther effuſion of blood, 
4 and to proceed upon all ſuch meaſures as might expedite the accompliſh - 
*c. ment of the purpoſes of their commifon--that they were willing to con- 
6 fer with any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and to treat with delegates of the 
* colonies legally choſen, upon all matters relating to grievances and re- 
« pgulations—but that, for er reaſons, we could not enter into 
< any treaty with their Congreſs, and much lefs proceed in any conference 
er or pegociation upon the inadmiſſible ground of independeney, a pretenſion 
«© which the commiſſioners had not, nor was it poſfible they ever ſhould have, 


* 


« authority to acknowledge. 

* The three gentlemen were very explicit in their opinions, that the aſſo - 
l ciated colonies would not accede to any peace or alliance, but as free and 
independent ſtates; and they endeavoured to prove that Great-Kritain 
*'would derive more extenſive and more durable advantages from ſuch an, 
«© /aHliance, than from the connexion it was the object of the commiſſion to 
e reftore. Their arguments not meriting a ſerious attention, the converſa. 
tion ended, and the gentlemen returned to Amboy. 3 

General Howe attempted to bring on a negociation by means of General 
Lee in 2776, and by means of Mr Willing and Mr. Browne in November 


1777. i 

The following is the examination of John Brown, taken from the Penn 

ylvania packet of November zꝙth, viz. he fays, - | 

Fhat he left the city on the 4th November inftant, in conſequence of 
the application of Mr. Thomas Willing, who ſhiewed this examinant a 

ce note from General Howe, requeſting to ſee him (Mr. Willing) that Mr. 
«« Willing told this examinant that General Howe deſired to aecommodate 
the diſterence, and prevent the effuſion of human blood; that he and his 

* brother had full power to treat with Congreſs as Congreſs, or any men they 

% ſhou}d appoint, 1 they ſnould reſcind independeney ; that he (Ge- 

„ neral Howe) deſired this to be made known to ſome member of Congreſs, 

and Mr. Willing deſired this examinant to be the meſſenger; that he 

* (General Howe) would put them in the ſame ſtate they were in in 1763, and 
e give them more privileges than they had ever aſked; that he did not de- 

< fire us to lay down our arms, or ceaſe from our preparations till matters 

« were accommodated ; that upon fuch accommodation he would withdraw 

33 P09 3 *, ; IN « his 
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te his fleet and army, and no ſtanding army ſhould be kept up in this cons, 


« try, and that the paper currency ſhould be eſtabliſned; that ſome of theſe 
< articles, of which the laſt was one, were added upon Mr. Wiling's returns: 
« ing to General Howe, in conſequence of this examinant's heſitating ta. 
“ come out with them; upon which this examinant undertook the bulneſs, 
« and engaged not to communicate his buſineſs to any perſon until de 
«© ſhoutd have firſt communicated it to ſome member of Congrels; that this 
« examinant paſſed the Schuylkill in conſequence of x; paſſport from an ad- 
% de- camp of Ginera Howe; that he paſſed General Potter in the evening 
% without communicating lis buſineſs to him, or obtaining à paſs from, 
4% him, and travelled up to the houſe of Mr. Robert Morris, at Manheim, 
% and there waited from Thurſday evening to Saturday evening following 
« for the arrival of Mr. Morris, and when he arrived, communicated the 
„ matter firſt of all to him; that Mr. Morris then called in Mr. Duar, ano- 
* ther member of Congreſs, and theſe were the firſt perſons to whom ha 
«© revealed the buſineſs; and from Manheim he returned to Lancaſtzr, when 
« he was firſt called before this council, and bailed by Mr. Morris and 
« Mr. Duar to go to York, and that he has hitherto communicated his bu- 
« ſineſs only to Mr. Morris, Mr. Duar, and now to the members of this 
« council; but that he underſtood the matter had been mentioned by Mr. 
« Morris and Mr. Duar, or one of them to other members of congreſs at 
« York, and was there freely ſpoken of ; but this examinant was notcal- 
led before the Congreſs, and that this examinant had no writing, flag, or 
« public teſtimonial], relative to this buſineſs from General Howe, or others 
& in Philadelphia, except what paſſed by word of mouth between him and Mr. 
« Willing, as herein before is mentioned and ſet forth. And this examinant 
« further adds, that he recollects Mr. Willing told him, that General Howe 
« aſſured him, (Mr. Willing) that Great Britain would never give way to 
« the independence of North-America; that more men would be feat 


cout in the ſpring; and that they would harraſs our trade fo that we 
« could not go on. | 


* 


. 6% JOHN BROWN, 
« Taken before me, | | | 2 
« THOMAS WHARTON, jun. Preſident.” 


General Lee was ſo confident that a negotiation muſt follow, that in 
the letters he wrote from New-York, he requeſted that himſelf might be. 
named as one of the commiſſioners----Mr. Browne was impriſoned as a 
ſpy---a line to Sir William Howe, who was then at Philadelphia, but 
40 miles diſtant, would have procured an anſwer to aſcertain his new 
character. That no ſuch letter was ſent is certainly true. If he was an 


impoſtor he deſerved a heavier puniſhment than a jail---that he was not 


further proceeded againſt can only be accounted for from the dread of a 
diſcovery of his innocence, and of a correſpondence too favourable to peace. 

All theſe advances to a friendly negociation on the part of Great Britain 
were made while France gave the moſt poſitive affurances of her pacific in- 
tentions; and while the Congreſs claimed no more for their cooſtituents 


than a free and excluſive power of legiſlation in their ſeveral provincial le- 


giſlatures - ſubject only to the negative of their ſovereign. 


This claim they have fince ſcrewed up into a demand of a total ſeparation 


from Great-Britain, and confound in ene general act of reprobation their 
Sovereign and their fellow citizens, their relations and their friends, the 
parties who differed from them and the parties who ſupported their original 
slaims and eſpouſed their cauſe in this conteſt. Ca | 
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They have concealed from thejr conſtituents. and the people of VOIR | 
the advances that were made by Great-Britain to bring on a friendly ne- 
gociation. Their agents have conſtantly made uſe of thoſe advances to 


awaken the jealouſy, of France and procure the interpoſition- of that power» 


to prevent a re · union of Great-Britain and her colonies. _ 
And this they did particularly upon the conciliatory meafures of laſt - 


Winter, which they repreſented as likely, if France did net interpoſe, to 


terminate in a happy fe- union of the Britiſh empire. 
pon this ground they obtained the treaties which are .now. pleaded by 
2 Congreſs as a previous engagement to fupport their own power, 2 
weclude any amicable negociation with the parent ſtate. 
ke t is left to the people of America therefore to determine whether they 
are under any tie of konour or conſcience to ſupport a French treaty, 
that has been inſidionſly framed to prevent a re- union, and in the laſt. 
flage of many pacific advances on the part of Great-Britaba Hronght up 
2 to proloug this deſt u ive war. „ | * 
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